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PREFACE,

In the large areas of the world, peasants are astir with
4 new spirit of hope and adventure. They are no longer in-

diffetent to their old shackles of feudalism or the new instruments
of exploitat;'gf“ﬁi?m; Capitalism. They are in revolt
 against Capitalism, Imperialisrg and Feudalism, Contrary
to the expectations of Western Democrats and (lommunists,

they are not frecing themselyes from feudalism only to fall a
IR Sy T Gelr s . . i s
prey to Capitalist exploitation, nor ar~ they so blind to modern
———A‘—‘*_____

e

world political trends as to accept the dictatorshi _
letariatin order to free themselves from (he clutches of Ciapitalism.
| SemEmp e = Cal L (R PRI I e T T T T
Modern peasantry have a positive ideology of their own ;
they want to regain effective power in modern society: and con.
trol over the modern State, They no longer think in terms of
peasant kings and kingdoms, They do appreciate the high
state their forefathers had enjoyed in the ancient village com-
monwealths, But they know they cannot restablish or re-
Capture the bygone past ; they wish to achijeve the most demo-
cratic society possible under modern conditicns. They know

learnt this lesson from the Soviet ¢xperience, that to seek to

Ic to do irreﬁnarablc wrong to
L e S il y

the other toiling classes: to think of cop verting all other toiling
classes into their own predominant class i an impossibility %
and to ignore the legitimate yearnings, for their pProper sharein. « -
power and responsibility, of al] other classes is to retard th .
progress of all the toiling masses, T herefore, ttey h
tvolve their most Progressive and democrate political ideal— i

£ e

the democratic partnership of all the peasants, workers, artisans, . . '

r 1 -
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protessionals and intellectuals, That is the [ ndian ideal of demo. B o
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i f cratic Kisan Mazdoor Praja Ra; as conceived by Mahatma

Gandhi and Pandit Nehru and as adopted by the Kisan Cong-

| ress, Youth Congress and Student; Congress. The Communists
| of the South Eastern European iiitions have been forced, by

thf: strong peasant movements, t¢ -ealise the need for the same

democratic partnership, although they call their move a ¢ Na-

tloual Front.” But the class-consious, and politically-minded

| peasants all over the world must iasist upon their own effective

' ' lcaderahlp in any political combisation that stands up for this

' great ideal of democratic Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj. Such

an ‘insistence becomes inevitable. if modern peasantry should

avoid the fate of the Balkan pe«tants—who are being split up

and sandwwht’d between the all-)owerful Communistic prole-

tariat, on the one side and intellectuals and profnssxonals on the

other—and also the fate of the Ch inese peasants who are being

led, by their own Red Governiaent, into the embraces of the
d:ctatorshlp of the proletariat.

But modern peasants owe much to two very opposite modern

for&cs, that is, Capitalism anc¢ Sovietism. Capitalism has
forced them through the machir ations of its instrument of

of World Markets, first to open th: r eyes to the modern menace
| of world-wide economic crisis and then to realise the
| need to organise themselves in :! cer self-defence as  well as
to think in terms of modern econo 1.ics. Sovietism has shattered
whatever inferiority complex pe:::ants might have had about
their nght to and capacity for play’ g their part in the governance
of their countries and also their pressing need to capture political
power. Yet our peasants are no. making as great progress as
the pmlctarmt and pmfesmonal and intellectuals either in
| developing their organisations or in achieving their share n
pohtlcal and ecopomic power in modern state and society.
It 18 the duty of those who are pei ants and who are interested

in their movement, to investigate the causes for their comparative
wcakness in modern wor ld politic: ,
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asily being way-laid by Liberals :

We find that peasants are e
or Radicals or Democrats who

ur—h

generally stand for the mterests of -
and urban people or by the Coms
munists or Socialists who also stand for the urbap proletariat and
e i e < — e e T e~ 1 b = . — gt

their associates in modern industr.alism, that 15, the engineers

and mechanics. Both these two sets ol politicians offer to

Organise our peasants and even to lead them along revolutionary ;
channels towards the achievement of democratic rights and inse |

titutions and Capture of power for the rnasses. But they take :
Carc to see that Peasants are kepi as only mﬂ.:.or;linﬁte pariners
in their political combinations and that in the democracy of thejr
conception, the professionals and intellectuals, he proletariat
and mechanics and other urban masses provide the major portion
of leadership, '

Why is it, that except in
party had come to form the Cab
Pcasants have failed to take th

in their respective countries ?  Even in those Bylk

where there used to he powerful peasant parties |,
l they have come to be disrupted an

by the so-called ° National Front
being propped up by Soviet Russia.

Denmark—where the _
net (1946) but only for one yeaps
e lead in torming the ministries |

an countries
fore the__war,
d even declared unlawfyl
governments which are

. One thing is becoming clear ; that re
failing in the modern political-cum-j T o
“ome essential ally or allies, It ;.
to ally themselves with the arti
the professionals

influence are fast Increasing.

Our . peasants have also to develop
social, economic and p

capable of engaging the

suitable inst_itut‘iom_‘_.._'ﬁ_;}- S
olitical—hamong themselves which arpie

f
-F-II

attention, affection and activities of g
cfowing number of thejr own intellectuals who need hlgherﬂ;g -
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opportunities for displaying their leadership. What is happening
today is that most of the well-educated peasant youths leave
agriculture and the village in preferring industrial and commer-
cial employment and town life, because agriculture is unable to
offer them as high emoluments and as big opportunities for the
exercise of ﬁﬁuahues*mtar ership and enterprise as the
more highly orga: ised industries, commerce and professions ;
Unless this wasting process is asrested, our villages and peas-
antry will soon come to be denuded of almost all their
enterprising and educated youths possessing qualities of
leadership and initiative ; the villages will then become the
sinks for ‘mediocrity. Indeed, most of the presentday
m leaders and intellectuals have hailed
from villages and are of peasant stock. But they seek to serve
the urban interests while rural interests have come to take a back |

place in their minds.

We have to devise progressive but peasant-wise institutions
and organisations through which we can minimise this drain of
rural peasant intellectuals to the towns and retain such intellec-
tuals and people of ability and initiative in our villages and for
serving our peasants. It will not be enough to seek to inspire
them with the ambition of serving our villages and peasants
for the sake of service and for achieving the fulfilment
of the ideal of Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj. Such an ideal of public
work and service can inspire and engage the attention of
only a small section of our intellectuals of peasant stock and rural
origin. :

If peasant economy is to afford competitive and effective
opportunities for educated and ambitious peasant youths and
intellectuals, it must bend all its resourcesin building up co-

*E}f‘ }; rative societies for almost every branch of its activities and

t-"';ﬂaevclop a pyramidal integrated national structure, in which

more and more peasant youths can find employment on salaries
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and allowances comparable to the cmoluments “obtainable in
urban employments and through which they can, at the same
time, serve and advance the interests of the peasantry,

One other benefit that peasants can derive from the Organi--
sation of such co-operatives is that their own vouths and leaders
who desire the fullest scope for the exercise and display of their
capacities for initiative, organisation and leadership can be
provided the widest opportunities in organising, managing and
developing these various co-operative ventures connected intis
mately with agricultural operations. Since they have to organise
and lead peasants in and through these co-operatives and their
success or faiture will depend upon the degree and quality of
of service they render to peasants through their activities in the
co-operatives, such leaders will have to be continually loyal to
the peasant commun ty. The farmers’ co-operatives in the US.A,,
Australia, Canada and New Zealand have thus provided
the local farmers very able and experienced leaders who hdve
made it their prime duty to think constantly of the work of the
advancement of the peasants, In African countries too, the
first source of modern leadership is provided by the co-operative
marketing socicties organised by the cocoa and coffec and tea
growers. In India, China and Japan too, quite a large number
of peasants have found their first opportunities for leadership
In-co-operatives. Indeed it is because Danish farmers have de -
veloped such co-operative organisations, retained so many of
their own intellectuals in the employ of these e0-opcratives and
thus achieved effective co-partnership between themselves -
and intellectuals of peasant origin, that they have achieved not
only a Co-operative Commonwealth in the economic sphere
but also a peasant Cabinet in political life. It is also because
the pre-war governments of Balkan countries were afraid of the " v
great accession of economic strength and political lcadcrshi#ﬁaﬁ
that their local peasant parties were deriving from their - :
operatives that they used to obstruct their devclopment. i

____
: s e i -
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One of the biggest weaknesses of ilie modern world peasantry
is that they have been unable to mobilise their strength for quick,
concerted and decisive strike actjon in the same way in which
the proletariat and the professionais have been able to  do.
Strike has not yet become a weapon in the hands of peasants
as 1t has in the case of the urban, proletarian and professional,
groups. It is not because the services rendered by the peasants
do not hold a key position inthe modern capitalist or Soviet
dispensation but because peasants luive not been able to learn
how to wield and turn that key position to good account.

Why is it so ?  Because peasant ¢conomy dependent as it is,
upon millions of unorganised peasarnts with little or no scope for
concentration of their productive eficrts in a concerted manner,
has not yet enabled the peasants to atilise the modern weapon
of Strike.” But wherever and whenever peasant economy has
been supplemented and strengthened by co-operative organisa-
tions, the productive efforts of peasants have come to achieve a
qualitative transformation and therefore a new power. Co-
operative peasants have become a menace to Capitalism. Pea-
saﬂt'co-operatives help peasants to achieve concentrated and
effective economic power under a concerted and competent
democratic leadership. They can resist the pressure, economic
and social, of the urban interests and their consumers - ; they can
also stand up to the Capitalistic or proletarian governments,
In fact they can come to think of wiclding the modern weapon
of Strike. Only peasant co-operatiyes can hope to offer effective
resistance to modern governmental requisitioning and com-

_ pulsory procurement of agricultura’ >roduce at arbitrary and

unremunerative price levels. They alone can reinstate the
modern peasantry in their former stat when they had complete
dutopomy and power to eflect crop tlanning and even to stop
pmductlon of any or all crops for one or more years, in one or
. more regions and fix the price level: for their produce and the
scalcs of remuneration that all their ¢oups and classes of tillers
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were to get in their socicty.  Hence the duty of every peasant
mntellectual and organiser to promote and to build up their
power through co-operatives to -organise strikes on the food,

{ibre and oil-secds fronts.

As things are, most of the peasants arc so much cngrossed
with the never-ending and pitiful activities and responsibilities
on their small holdings that they have little or no inclination or
opportunity to study and attain an adequate knowledge of the
modern conditions of life that shape their environment. and
living.  "They ‘are slaves to and also victims of the incalculable
vagarics of nature and the vicissitudes ol seasons. 'I'herefore, their
worries are never-ending. They get no opwortunity cither to
enjoy care-free leisure or to pursue cultural attainments. Hence
the incapacity and consequent failure of most peasants to take

~active interest in politics and to capture their proper share of =

political power. Agricultural co-operatives offer the greatest
chance for peasants to insure themselves against the failure of

crops, cattle, epidemics and vagaries of nature, They can

also relieve them of their daily worry over the fate of their Crops
by helping them to achieve co-operative insurance against the
vicissitudes of seasons and epidemics.

Only- co-operatives can help peasants to achieve the same
amount of treedom from individual risks and responsibilities as -
1s now being enjoyed by the industrial proletariat and also by ir;;-
dustrialists and capitalists. And such reliei from the demoraliqa

ing worry that today is the main feature of an ordinary peasant's

life1s the first pre-requisite for the achievement of mental freedom

by our peasantry from the perennial risks attendant upoﬁ 2y
pcasant economy. Such freedom can be best assured through |
agricultural co-operatives and the peasant masses who come o
achieve such emunc_ipation from the daily worries and fears

f

incidental to peasant economy can afford to play their ablest s’

Iir'J

and most effective role in political life and attain both strcngth”.'--'il"-"t

s
o #

L
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and stai.c&mamhip in_the political- and economic lite of the
country, Hence the need for all those who believe in Kisan
Mazdoor Praja Raj to work most enthusiastically for the pro-
gressive co-operatisation of agriculture. Indeed co-operatisation
of agriculture in all its aspects is the biggest revolutionary -
strument in the hands of modern peasantry to help them to
attain and sustain their fullest share in political and cconomic
institutions and in the State power. '

A conscious effort has to be made by all those class-
conscious peasants and others' interested 1n peasantry 10
bring about an effective and growing co-partnership
between peasants, professionals, ; intellectuals and others with
business activities. In addition, an cffort ‘has also to be made,
as'in’ Denmark and other Scandinavian countries, to provide
adult education and agricultural tiaining to the peasant youth
in  some such special educational institutions as the Danish Folk
Schools and Agricultural High Schools,  These have to be
supplemented by special schools for imparting training, organis-
ing and running co=operative soci:ties.

All thesc can only prepare the peasant youths for the next
step, 1n their education and preparation for a political carcer.,
That next step is the provision of political education, on a
definitely 100 per cent peasant political lines, in such special
institutions as the Indian Peasants’ Institute at Nidubrolu.
Therein peasants’ youths have to be taught the principles of
modern world-economics and politics from the viewpoint of
peasants who are out to achieve the fulfilment of their ideal of
democratic Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj and who wish to achieve
parity in political and economic spheres of life with all other
c_lasscsl of toilers and who believe in the progressive and eternal
«.... nature of their own peasant class.

The days are Iong gone by when peasants had to depend
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upon such unorganised, indisciplined aund spontancous mass

vevolts as had taken place in history and as are even now being

experienced in certain parts of India—for instance the Bhils
Revolt in Dahanu in Bombay Presidency in January 1947-—
lor the beginning of their revolution.  The past failure of such

revolts and their present incflectiveness ought to be cnough warn~

Ing against peasants' dependence upon such meshods. Mere

reckless burning down of houses, stores, godowns, etc., of ‘land-

lords and money-lenders, the killing of a few of them and the

destruction of a few of their records, as hac been the practice

In the pust, cannot solve even a fraction of the problems of

modern peasants, Capitalism and Imperialistn have created such

tremendous world-wide problems that they can be faced and

tackled not by local and spontaneous efforts but on| y by nation~

wide, or even world-wide revolutionary action, undertaken

m a concerted and well-disciplined manner by peasant organisas~
tions which can depend upon the loyal support of their peasants

in their respective countries. These are times when peasants

have to organise themselves on a national and international
scale and brace themselves up to face the complicated problems

of prices, tarifls and cxchange policies and international trade’

and monetary schemes, Therefore, peasants need a new type of
lcadership, capable of comprehending and coming to grips with

such problems. The requisite leadership can be made available

only if our peasants develop their co-operatives, provide their
own youth to work them and gain the necessary training in

lcadership and knowledge of the technical aspects of modern

mdustry, trade and commerce through the co-operative organisa-
tion of agriculture. |

1f only the peasants had been organised on a world scale and
their political ideology of Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj had

been developed aﬁ_d popularised and their political capacity for:

B kst
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countries of the world, at least to tae same extent as the proletarian
parties, could Soviet Russia have succeeded in disrupting and
even d(:stm'ying the peasant pa‘ties and unions of the countries
of  South-Eastern FEurope ? Clould the nationalist move-
ments of Turkey, Arabian countrics, Egypt, Iran, Afghanistan
India, Burma an:' the South-East 'rn Asiatic countries and China
have so fully prevented the trarserence of political power into
the hands of their peasants as v-ell as they have so far done ?
Hence the urgency of the need »f the world peasantry for the
development of their class consciousness, their peasant unions

and the peasant political parties

We thus close this study on this note of hope that the
lﬁodcrn peasant has not onl’ provided himself with his
International Federation of A ricultural Producers (IFAP)
but hasg also been provided v/ th the highly powerful and
progressive World Food and  Agriculture  Organisation
(F.A.O.). This F. A. O. is likely to play the same progressive
role in the peasant world as the 1. L. O. has done in the labour
world.

Let us hope that the moder:: youth of our peasants will no
longer drift into the Communist bye-lanes or the blind alley of
proletarian dictatorship but wili enthusiastically empbrace the
growing revolutionary peasant movement and its co-operatives
and its Peasants Congress and its ideal of democratic Kisan
Mazdoor Praja Raj.

I can assure all enthusiasts o't he peasant movement that they
need never come to suffer from the same sense of frustration that
the Serbian peasant intellectual Pribichevich is suffering. The

Indian Peasants’ Institute which was inaugurated in 1934 by
Mahatma Gandhi was flowered 11to the Indian Kisan Mazdoor

Praja Vidya Pith with its projcc.ions in the kisan schools and
citizenship colleges in many proviaces.
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Hundreds of peasants who have graduated from (hese centres
are today winning Indian peasants for the progressive Socialist
cause ol the peasant way ol the East-as contrasted with the
vocialism of the proletarian way of the West. They are able
to stand on their own feet and j‘%’itl’lb‘tilﬂd the erosive ideological
offensive of the Commun’st Party and its disastrous cilorts to
disrupt the ranks of peasants and form rival peasant Un10ns.
1hey are out today, to help Indian prasants to play their in-
dependent and competent role in the nationy: anti-imperialist

revolution, They have even been taking the lead in organising
a united front of all pPeasantry and all cther totling masses in all
colonial countries. Hence the formation through theijr Initia-
tive of the Colonial and Coloured Peoples’ Freedom Front with
its contacts with the Pan-African Congress on one side and the
Pan-Asian Conference on the other.

was confined in the Amraot; jail in C, P, Subsequently I haye
been able to add much to the original thesis and bring it

Indian Peasants’ Institute,

NIDUBROLU. N. G. RANGA.
Youth India.
260-5-49.







CHAPTER 1

PEASANTS NEGLECTED.

Historians have somehow confined their attention to the
dynastic rivalries and struggles for power between feudal chiefs,
and princesand neglected woefully the attempts, made from time
to time, by the peasants and working classes to come to their
own. They have been so much under the spell cast by thc
princely and priestly order and under the mistaken impression
that only the wupper classes, intellectuals and professionals

mattered in the life of nations that the ideals and aspira-
tions and the efforts and struggles of the peasant masses of

different countries to gain their due place in society have rarely
received sufficient attention. ”

Peasants were the first among the variousorders of society

to bring social organisation into existence, to give society an'
order and a plan and shape by founding the villages and the
polity of the Panchayats. They, it was, who had always formed
the democratic backbone of the village republics. They,

indeed, were the architects of the village polity which formed
the model for the later city-states of Greece. They were res-

ponsible for the highly ingenious and tolerant federal conception

of social democracy, which the late European political philo-

#

sophers like Gierke and'the Indian political architect Mahatma =

Gandhi  have praised so greatly. This tolerant federalism ims
plied that every race and tribe and practitioners of every crafg, iy

art and occupation could form themselves into independent

social units, each with its republican and elected leaders and its
own law to govern the social and economic organisation and the '

-i:" !I .
A 'ﬁf-;;' ; \
< OdpaEPt < s
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x.
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(4 REVOLUTION/ RY PEASENTS

rights and responsibilities of its members vis-a vis-their caste or
craft guild or Panchayat. Urder this dispensation, every
Panchayat based on craft or roce was given functional repres-

entation in the Village Repuslican Panchayat and thus, a
plural society was built up. 1t is typical of this democratic but}

orderly gov:rnance that both in Europe and Asia, the social
order of the peasant society st.ould have partaken of the same
tolerant and essentially democr: tic and federal political princi-
ples and m=:thods. And yet, cir historians have bestowed too
little thought to these great achi:vements of our peasant masses

of the world.

The traditional historians liwe all along contented them-
selves with the narration of ite personal, family, social and
economic forces on their poliiical plane, as between the
princes' and the priests who ha« imposed themselves upon the
democratic peasants. The glainour attached'to the achieve-

ments of such. conquerors and :lynasties, such as Alexander and
Napolean, the Manchus and th+ Moghals, has blinded them to

the creative and progressive a:iievements of the masses. The

irony of 1t all is that though the theory of the Divine Right of

Kings and priests to rule had lcng ago been exploded and the
peoples of many a nation had si1:d blood on several battle fields
in succession before they could siake themseélves free from their
fascination for Royalty and its Divine Rights, our historians do
not seem to have liberated thei)ielves from their fascination for
the princely and priestly order. Hence, their unpardonable

neglect of the part played by iie peasants and the proletariat
in the world’s history.

Once they had lost their poser and feudalism had imposed
itself on them, the peasants everyy/here came to be degraded into
slavery,serfdom, and peonage in tieJAfrican Reserves and Indian
Hills and kept down by the groysing pressure of economic and

social oppression and political l73s of rights. In vast areas of
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the world, even their Village Panchayats were deprived of their

rights ; their land ownership, collective and individual, ‘was
denied and their very right to regulate their own social life was
abrogated, Only in India and China did they succeed in res
taming their fundamental Panchayat Democracy for many

cénturies and in preventing the all-enveloping feudalism fmm
disruptingstheir social and civic rights of the village,

But it took the peasant masses a long time to recover fmm

their political torpor and religious stupor and to begin to cherish
again political ambitions on a national scale. The translation Of

the Bible and the Protestantism of the nobles opened their eyes -
to their right to rebel and to strike for power on a national scale, g

But their fight for a breathing space within the suffocating feudal-"?_;** i
regime was so difficult that in Europe, there could be no succcss-j‘;;. e

ful or powerful nation-wide struggle of European peasants for
political supremacy. The peasants of Europe, lhercfere

had to wait until the Russian proletariat triumphed to gw;':---!--_-'
wings to their political ambitions. In india, thanks to the long- Walett
standing democratic practices of the Panchayat and the carly” i
downfall of the consecrated princely monopoly of power, the '
Andhra Kisan clans gained and retained supremacy in South
India for six’ centuries beginning from the eleventh and the =
twelfth and lost it finally only when the Muhgals, Maha.rattag
and the British came to conquer them and to drive them ancc-'_f’_'_-'
again to confine themselves to their villages and lands. Even i m 5
Northern India, peasants of different clans and of d1ﬁ‘erent'_‘ .
provinces were in revolt at different times and achieved palltzcal

power for a time,

Throughout these historical periods, there has been a dcarth :
of political philosophers to espouse the cause of peasants, Wol‘kcﬂllf
and other toilers and their right and need for political power,
social and economic freedom and equality. The French res

volutionary thinkers and ¢ncyclopedists served the cause of _th_ei-‘ll R
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rising bourgeoisie but could not stir or awaken the broad masses,
It was only since the advent of Marxism that a definite and or-
ganised effort has come to be mad= to help the toilers to regain
their power in modern society. Unafortunately, Marx came to
the wrong conclusion that only the proletariat could be revolu- |
tionary and progressive and that peasants, artisans and small i
traders and professionals could only play a counter-revolutionary
role. And so, European Socialists and Communists have ever
since neglected their duties towards the non-proletarian masses
and have even gon * out of their way to frown at and obstruct the
growth of peasant,’ political, economic or social organisations
and movements. Fortunately for the world peasants, the Indian
peasants have been free from this retrograde and anti-peasant
thraldom of Europsan Socialism and have come to be inspired
and led into poli.cal action by their dynamic and over-
whelmingly powerful National Clongress and its leader,
Mahatma Gandhi.

e e e b B

_ Once again world peasantry have begun to think in terms .
of capturing or regaining their share of power in the various *.
- sectors of modern society. They have learnt their lessons from
the experience of Russia. They d¢ not want any longer to be

- ruled by others, even if they be the f riendly-inclined proletariat

or the democratic-minded professionals or the liberal-minded
middle-classes. ‘They do not wish (o establish their own dic-

; - tatorship, They want to achieve their share of power through a
' - democratic partnership with the proletariat, artisans and pro-
fessionals. That our peasants should have been brought to the !
realisation of their need for national political leadership on the

basis of their ideal of Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj is itself a revolu-
tion. '

T I T ———1

Let us now hegin to piece togethe: the various revolutionary
attempts made, consciously and un «nsciously, by peasants of
; different climes to regain their lost poiitical and economic {ree-

b
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dom and social democracy, and see how at long last, the peasant -

masses of the world have progressed in thejr ideology aﬁd__f,:' |

technique of revolutionary struggles.

 Now that Pcasants, proletariat and all the o(her toiling

people are trying to come into their own all over the world, it is

useful to cast a glance at some of the revolutions and struggles ™. .

that our ancestors had engineered or taken part and see if there

are any lessons to be drawn and inspiration and confidence to be

derived from their study. We can but try to get a bird’s-eye
view of some of those Peasants’ struggles which have left some
mark on the Pages of history and we have to await another |
opportunity for a fuller study of them. Studies like the ¢ Seven

days that shook England ” are needed to enliven the stirring

events of the Past and recapture for us a glimpse of the
aims, ideals, thoughts, passions and achievements of the great

leaders and loyal but heroic rank and file of ]peasant fighters Wh{\-‘

had risen against the many indignities that pressed them down,

- Many able historians have pictured in much detail the |

A

struggles and revolutions of the proletariat and great men like
Marx, Engels, Lenin, ha ssons

from them, As M. Pribichevich complains * p
"o historian of their own . As peasants’ il

none of thc'f'amous Socialists of the West has
*ary to dispel the widely prevalent

thought it necess .. .
thick mist of Socialisticand
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rcvolutionary resources of peasants. On the other .-hand,
' most sources of history about the peasant up to the 19th century

g —— P——————

W § § .
wlttcn by nobles “and | priests for noblw)rlcsts 1 |

-|—'_'_--_

(Living Space p. 200), It is also difficult to gather authentic
‘and full information about their revolutionary struggles, But
they have left a glorious and infectious trail of heroic deeds,
mspiring ideals and unappeased but human yearnings that

spread an aura at the dawn of the present peasant era of the
modern world,




CHAPTER Il

'NDIAN PEASANTS’ STRUGGLES ANT, ACHIEVEMENTS

On a close .Study of history we find
And Indian nasses were alive to the

stage of the pre-Christian

rulers like Lord Buddha, Confucius and Asoki had paid
special attention to the needs of the

toiling  masses for.
democratic Insti 10 '

Ir rights at a very early

€ tixed the prices of goods and used State revenues for the

development of trade. Communications were improved, roads

and bridges being repaired .....” The pPower of the nobles
was curbed ; |

C ; the common people weremﬂsion and
“all men declared samnT—r

red equal in the e cs of'th_e law ! All this happened : “

ments and Cross-currents.
were assuring democratic life for

that the Chinese_’-“ 3nd

period and that great thinkers and

mic justice, For Instance,” .

f'avouring Peasants, Sl
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Buddhist Era.-Lord Buddha declared all men and women
equal in the eyes of God and Justice and tabooed all caste dig=
tinctions and opened the way for democratic progress; the

. general unrest and discontent prevaring among his contemporary
| masses 'aga.ir_lst' the growing stratification of Hindu social and
economic classes ﬁlhst have considerably been strengthened by
these revolutionary doctrines of siich a noble preacher. His
teachings were a direct challenge to that social order and its
fuﬂdaﬁméntal conceptions, ~Although Lord Buddha -did nos.
launch any attack upon the princely order of his day, his very
ﬂiﬂiﬁSé&] of " the su*prcmacy of the caste system, his refusal to
accept the divine origin of the brahminical ceremonies and con-
ceptions and his democratic invitation to all the masses, men and
women, high ‘and low into his order and hijs readiness to treat

them all equally opened the flood gates of revolution against the
orthodox brahminical oligalrchical social order, T

It was a result of that social revolution thys initiated by Lord
Bﬁddha, that the Mauryan Emperars of Pataliputra, who could
boast of only peasant origin, came to rule over the largest part of
India despite the brahminjcal Picjudices against such Sudras
.meI:ik of the untutored masses- —ever coming to rule, That
Buddhist social revolution opened 2 glorious chapter of social
advancement of ‘the masses In mMost parts of India. And for
well-nigh six centuries the various tribal masses, the erstwhile
slaves, semi-slaves and agricultural people, including landed and
landless peasants, ' shook themselves free from their age-old
and stunting conceptions of jnf- 0rity to the upper classes
Whom]ﬁd by the sword and thei: Sacred books. The masses
began to exercise the fullest rights of cj tizenship in their village

comtnﬂnwcalths' and the local district and regional common-
wealths, |

The Ashokan'edicts make it ciear that this

thé masses was a widespread and

egeneration of
a nation-wide phenomenon.




2, the noble Cmpcror, inauguraed the
construction programme and inculcated pop

lamous 50c1al re-
¢ 1deals or family

. He led the way for Subsequent
ages, by recognising the dyjes of the State towards the magses.

harsh, anti-peasant decrees ol his grand.
tather, Chakravarh; Ghandragupta and  enjoine( upon hjs
civil servants ¢, look to the interests of (he masses, By
the conception of eight way
he laid the foundations f,, the wel]

cveryone trying 1o render some Public service, from the Planting .
of a tree lo the construction of a tank, a Watershed or a rest-houge,
for the Poor,

the peasanis and so op,
0 8ain a full idea of the pI;
live or sjx millenniums before Christ, Thjs Indi;

Buddhjs¢ monks and the g8rowth of an oligar
their ranks and thejy Monasteries, the

Social order Jos¢ their power, hus, .
India wepe condemned ¢ .

That these
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is proved by th stiff resistance offered by them and the Jats to
Alexander the Great, a comparatively recent historical figure
in oriental history, on his return from India through Sind.
That all the heads of peasants’ families were then known as
Rajahs, is shown by the practices prevailing in the days of Lord
Buddha. The peasants’ rights to -heir holdings, the permanency
of their tenure and their inheriiance of communal rights were
recognised at an early age as inddicated by the Manu Dharma
Sastra and Kautilgfa‘s Artha Sastia. '

Six Centuries of Indian Xisan Raj :—From the downfall
of Buddhism right up to the risc of Veera (Heroic) Saivism of
Basava, the Prime Minister of the¢ Kalachuryas of Maharashtra
(Karnatak), the Divine Right ¢ the two upper castes of the
Brahminical order held sway over the minds of the Indian
masses. Only those foreign concuerors and their followers and
such of the aggressive Indian clans as had won the goodwill of
the Brahmin sages and got themselves consecrated by the Br-
ahmin priests as Kshatriyas could establish themselves as ruling
princes in different areas in addition to the old order of kings.

But the challenge of Veera Taivism to the old Brahminical
caste gradations again reopenec the prospects for the masses to
regain some control over the State, at least over certain areas
of the country. Even then, the adventurous and enterprising
sections of the kisan clans and their leaders could only manage
to become at best commanders-ia-chief and Prime Ministers of
a number of kings of the local principalities. Whenever there
arose the need for a ruling prince for any old kingdom or a new
kingdom created from out of a portion of an existing kingdom
due to any popular or oligarchicil revolt, efforts were generally
being made by the leaders of the tevolts, most of whom happened
to be the chiefs of their respective kisan clans, to graft some scions
of the approved Kshatriya famil.es of the neighbouring rulmg

prmccs
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But the famous Palnad* war of the eleventh century between

two Kshatriya rival claimants for supremacy in the Andhra
kingdom proved to be the best opportun.ty for the Andhra
Kisan clans to discover their own latent abilitjes not only for
military leadership but also for statecraft, The ruling princc's_'_:_ |
and their armies of all the kingdoms in the whole of South
India took part in that war, On either side the real leaders of

the armies were actually the leaders of the rival kisan clans, the
Naidu and Reddi. The end of the war witnessed the end of the

Kshatriya regime and the birth of the kisan’s sense of self-con-
fidence and their Supremacy in the state and society,

Brahma Naidu, the Prime Minister of cne of the rival faé-_-

tions, embraced Veera Vaishnavistn and abolished all caste
distinctions among the kisan clans, removed untouchability and

made a Harijan, kannama Naidu, his Commander-in-Chief

and emerged victorious out of that great batile. Nagamma, the .

Reddi kisan woman, became the Prime Minister of the other:
faction, fought bravely in the war, he

battle and died fighting on the battle front. Thus she laid the

foundations for the later active participation of kisan women in
both the arts of war and statecraft,

Once they thus shook themselves free from their traditi
notion that they had no right to rule, that the Kshatriyas a
cquld rule as of Divine Right and that Brahmins alone
counsel the princes, and also realjsed their ai)ility torule and to
fight and that their rights arose out of their own abilities and

Ay
onal
lone

rself led the armiesin a

could

achievements and not from Shastras or Divine Rights, a new

chapter of power and progress opened itself for the Andhra
kisan masses,

*Palnad is now a talk in Guntur District-—(Andhr.a).
* Warrangal is in the Nizam’s Dominijons.

= B Py IR i Rl . . .
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Kakatiya House of Rulers, all of whom were of kisan origin ;
their ministers and Prime Ministcs and all their army chiefs
- were kisans. They did not even take the trouble to win the good-
will of their local Brahmin sages and get themselves consecrated
by them as Kshatriyas, They had suflicient secli-assurance
to go ahead with their might of arms and statecraft, and bring
the whole of the south under their sway. For nearly 300 ycars,
they succeeded in keeping off the Mostem forcign invaders from
Northern India and assuring pcace and prosperity (o the
country south of the Godavari river.

During the glorious period, kisan clans put on the throne
the famous woman ruler Rudramma as their queen. 1t was
during her 50 vears regime that Marco Polo came to South India
and Bore witness to the prosperity of the country and the high
esteem in which she was held by the masses as well as the mer-
cantile community right up to China. She had the gift of states-
manship, She gave her four daughters in marriage to the sons
of the four important kisan clans. thus binding them all to the
State in loyalty and interests. She was a great leader in the
battlefield too.

‘Telugu, the language of the musses, and its prosc in its spoken
form, came to be encouraged by these rulers and their army
chiefs and leaders. Many non-Brahmins and kisan writers
found favour with their court and the masses had once again a

chance toplay their fullest role in the high rcalms of social and
political life. 4

But unfortunately for them, he kisan clans were soon to
become jealous of each other. Th:y began to fight among them-
selves.  The Kakatiya court pick:d up quarrels with the other
Kisan ruling claas of Central India with its capital in
Devgiri, the moderr Daulatabad. Due to their internal schisms
and their differences with their neighbouring State of Devgiri,
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the Delhi Moslem rulers were able to break down their unity
and pierce into their political and military defences

But the kisans of Andhra and their military and political
lcaders oflered the stoutest opposition to those hordes of North
Indian Sultans, Their heroic emperor-leader Pratap Rudra
Dev organised their defences most effectively and twice repelled
these 1nvasions and forced the Northern Indian Moslem in-
vaders to beat a retreat.  Not once could those invaders come

as near as to get a ghmpse of the Godavari.

On the third occasion, the kisans’ defences broke up, as

much because of their own internal weaknesses and  rivalries as-

because of the superior invasion forces. Thus came to a tem-
porary end, after three centuries of peerless rulers and progres-

sive  administration, the kisans’ political lcadership over the.

greater part of South India.

Alter the fall of the Kakatiya empire, for about 100 years, the

Reddis, one of the five great kisan clans, ruled over the whole of

the Liast coast from the Mahanadi down to Peunar near Nellore,
They continued the Kakatiya traditions of developing trade,
mduau'y and commerce with other countries as well as naviga-

tion. They encouraged Telugu literary development. Unlike

the Kakatiyas they invited the Brahmins iato parinership as

their ministers. But owing to their constant warfare with the

other kisan clans, they too came to lose their grip over the state
which passed into the hands of the Muhammadan CONQUErors,

I'he Boyas, another kisan clan, were encouraged by a great
Brahmin sage and statesman Vidyaranya to found another kisan
Statc at Hampi on the banks of river Tungabhadra and in the ™

very heart of the Deccan plateau, Vidyaranya wanted to
avoid the repetition of the internecine nv.xlues between kisan

clans which played such a prominent rolc n Kakatiya and ”

il-
-
w
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Reddi regimes : hence his choice of the hitherto untried clan of
Boyas for leadership. But he v:is statesman enough to invite
the co-operation of all other kisan clans in forming and leading
the defence forces but not int- political partnership. Thus
was brought into existence the famous Vijayanagar Empire
that ruled overthe whole ofthe : outh from the Tungabhadra
downwards. |

'_I"h"c' kisan clans had disting.iished themselves during these
three centuries nt only by the mupsht of their arms and statecraft
but also by' their constructive . abilities. They went into
Tamilnad and felled the forests, I~ ought vast extents of hilly and
forest lands under cultivation, bytilt hundreds of villages and
thus colonised most of the undeveloped land,  They realised the

- value of irrigation as a means «f famine-protection ; and so

built hundreds of tanks, thousands of wells and scores of huge
reservoirs, They repaired the a:cient anicuts and bujlt new
ones and developed a number of irrigation projects in such
a scientific manner that the modes1 science of irrigation has been
built by Sir Arthur Cotton afir their model. But they all
committed one very grave blund1 ; and that was to discourage
or to ignore the ancient village c.mmonwealth in their passion
for military discipline and centr: lisation which became inevi-
table due to the incessant and grewing threat of Muhammadan
invasion from the North, Once the village commonwealth
was gone, their ;'eal bulwark was zone and their genuine springs
of creative life and nergy dried ug.

They demonstrated durin ; their six centuries of
statecraft and political leadership their growing capacity for
constructive planning in economic : nd socjal spheres and their
passion for literature, arts and archi ecture and their abilities in
developing a highly civilised and powerful modern State, At the
same’time'.thc:y continued to retz:a their intimate contact with
the'land and cultivation and their chief kisan characteristjes and
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occupational activities, Hernce their very easy and ready return

to agriculture and settlement upon some of the best agricultural
areas of the land and their continuation of the traditions of the

most progressive agricultural methods and practices even after

the fall of their empires.

Throughout these six centuries, these kisan clans cllerish'_éd
their new “ VEERA CULT ” which had had its roots in the |
tremendous heroism displayed by their great leaders on the ..

Palnad battlefield and continued to celebrate their homage to
their heroes and martyrs who had- distinguished themselves ln it
the various wars, This cult provided for them the same spirit
of self-confidence and heroic traditions and 1t maintaihed their
high morale in the same way as the consecration of the
Kshatriyas by Brahmins had enabled the Kshatriyas to rule

over others with self-confidence. The traditions of their cult

linger on even today with the South Indian kisans and hence .
their regal self-confidence. The memories of their six centuries’
old traditions of rule in South India continue to inspire these

kisan masses with the necessary ambition to fight once again
tor political power, '

Vijayanagar Peasants’ Revolts‘.-(]uming to very rcceri'_l';fi;_f?ﬁ_-_'.-- ' 0
times, we find that the usual method, of protesting against = .
Oppression, adopted by Indian peasaats was what the ancient
Roman Plebians did ; that is, to organise a [nass exodus from:
the unpopular kingdom, To mention only one of the numerous

such instances, when the people of a village had left en masse
their village and emigrated to the region of a xxeighboul'ing
ingdorn, one of the V]Jamar ¢cmperors (15th century)

Sent repeatedly his emissaries, asking the people to go back,
Promising the remission of the new impositions, reduction of old.

-'--__"-—-——'hr———-——-_____*_____.

‘taxes and assuring that the local officials would no longer be

allowed to harass them. When eventually the villagers re.

turned the agreement between the Emperor and the peasant. . - -t

masses was inscribed on a stone and installed in a public place .
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in the village, now in Raichur District of the Nizam's Hyderabad
¢ 1 otate, '

‘Guntur Peasants’ Revolt.~A. the close of the sixteenth
century, the peasants of Guntur distiict rose against the zhulum
and new and oppressiye taxes ir.:josed on them by the local

1‘ governor of their Wafrapgal Nawal They were led by a bold
3}“ and resourceful person, Nallamotu Soma Ya of Nadcka, He
f F orgaln'ised a plough stx'iEe, and persii ded the peasants (o lay
' their lands waste, He led a peasants’ march to the Nawab of
Warramgal and succeeded in getung the new taxes abolished
and the Jocal governor recalled. In ~ccognition of his services,
the peasants  decided to offer {lu hirst honours at all their
ceremonies to Somayya’s descendan .

Allasud-din’s system of price controls and market regulations
' do not appear to be very much difle '« nt from those of Emfacror
- Chandragupta. Both the rulers, the one of ancient India and
| the other of medieval India, wished (o compel their peasants
| who were not so keen on urban markcty and who wished that
WI‘ prices should be paid for their surplus gram sales to bring
-mthe markets, sell it only there and at thcﬁprescribcd_
__Prices. Stmilarly compulsory steps vore taken in It ngland too
- 1n the 19th century and are being' tal ¢n today in India to com-
pel peasants to disgorge their grain on pain of penalties and se]]
" them at prices not exceeding the stated prices, all'in the Interests
of tl lirba‘n_; masses. - Such coercive “\€ps are taken only whep
the bargaining power for the time be'ng swings more towards
peasants, Thus the State had been displaying is partiality
| since the days of Chandragupta towards the urban people, '

|

Akbar attempted to confirm the gights of peasants to prepare

a record of rights to establish fixity of tenure and land lax,

to curb the powers of the Jagirdars - nd the Capacity of tax-
_—_\

| ‘(Thirdl Dynasty of Vijianagara by V'Ellkw.’il Ramanayya, P, 241,)
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gatherers and to bring larger sections of peasants into direct

relationship with the Emperor and in these tasks he had the.

help of his great land revenue administrator ard finance minister'"
Rajah Todarmal, This was done to appease the peasants who -
were becoming restless and discontented at the ruthless dise
regard " shown by the new Muhammadan rulers and WEre

'I » L] b L ;
groaning under their oppression. That the discontent of the

masses used to find much more. violent and effective shape in
those days, when people were better armed in Contrast to our
unarmed masses, -is indicated by the larger crop of rebellions of
peasants during the reign of Aurangazeb, thanks to his autocratic

impositions upon peasants, than there had been during the
regime of Jahangir and Shahjahan,

last of the great Moghuls, took things to extremes and Inaugu-
rated an open and aggressive anti-Hindu stata policy, He took

Peasant rising against Aurangazeb-.-—-Aur;mg:tzeb, the

to 1mposing anew the Jiziya (poll tax) and Pilgrim Tax and™ .
started a regular campaign’ of proselytization coupled with an

acuve policy of religious persecution. The great Jat peasant
masses of +he Indus and Ganges valleys (whether Hindti':_
or Sikh), the Mahratta peasants, the proud Rajput princes
and their loyal peasants, were thus provoked into rehellion.

Fortunately for them, they had the support of the cu_ltura_.;l |

leaders, the Brahmins. The traditional Kshatriyas provided
leadership and military eorganisation, The Sikh  religious
tervour, the Jat courage and endurance, the Maharashtra in-

telligence, planning and youthfulness all went 0 support the =
great rebellion against the Emperor and provided the morale =
tor the peasant masses. Iixcepting the Jats, all the others pre- g

ferred to work under the leadership of feudal or religious chiefs;

the Jats, alone, developed genuine peasant leadership. But all
of them were steeped in medievalism with all its virties and '

vices and the great rebellion partook.many of the features of thc:‘
Furopean Crusades.
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A&Q;"rfali_'ga'zﬁb:tricdlhis'best to crush these rebellions by the

1l A

£o blttcrcst,mmt _persistent and inh iman repression, bloodshed

and ﬁrc and b;rbiig'ht all his armies :nto action and spent nearly
halfofhlsat:twe 'éz_t'r'_ccr in quelling it. But all in vain ! When
he died, he left the Empire in a high state of disintegration, dis-
unity and discontent, - Why ? ‘

~ The Indla’ peasant masses prosided the cause for it. So

| ‘gréét was their desperation and dis:ress and so abundant and
~ irrepressible their heroism and sacrifices that thejr revolts in-
' cre_ﬁ.éca from year to year and soon ¢nveloped a great portion of
~ the empire in a great ‘rebellion’. Tie Sikhs—who were almost
17 the erstwhile Jat peasants of the Indius Doab—became a national
1 pﬂwér-ilj the Punja_.b5 because of the 1nad repressive ‘“‘programme’”’
of Aﬁféﬁgé.zeb‘a'nd;pm\?éd to be zimost invincible,  thanks to
their new religious mission and military organisation. The
Mahrattas, led by their inspired leader, who later became
Cha&apaﬁ; Shivajee, carried on their marvellous guerilla
- warfare in and out of the Western Ghats and the Central
Indian and Deccan plateau "and orced - even the imperial
3 foré@;rﬁndkg'a_.rriﬁbns' to pay ransom and annual chouth to
‘save themselves from their dreadfyl visitations,  So mobile
. were their armies, so enterprising . nd ambitious were their
'rankLaill'cl file, and so hardy and fearl s were their lightly-clad’
and lighter-fed fighters that the Emnperor’s armies came to
livc'-.:_i;nfmor}:al fear of their sudden .,\d ruthless, but well-led
and planned encounters at the most unexpected places
and occasions,  The Mahrattas werc inspired by the religious
renaissance initiated by the Bhakt:s, their spirited Bhajan:
"songz},." and the 'fer\;rlour of the religiou. preachers like Tukaram
~ and Rama Das. Aurangazeb’s suici ial anti-Hindu activities
- added fuel to fire. |

ai X he gelicral' ferment also stimulat*d them into rebellious
~ activity, Their own economic degradation goaded them into
-~ revolt, *When an extraordinary leader like Shivaji and an inge

-t =
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pired Bhakta like Rama Das had provided them with léade_?_-- e
ship, organisation and religious justification, the peasants roﬁc o
to 2 man and served the general cause of the * great rebellion 4l A
of the Hindus. Similar factors, too, were at work in the r'f:‘l»'{:tli;_sfll 0
organised by the Sikhs in the Punjab, and the Rajputs and Jatz &
in the Doab and Rajaputana. ' s

o i " = g e g A Ly &
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Jat Revolts.—The most open peasant revolt was what was it
staged for well over a century by the great Jat peasant masses of o
Rajputana and the Gangetic plains. The few details given below -
from Jadunath Sarkars authoritative History of Auranga. = .
zeb, (Vol. V), indicate the capacity of Indiar peasants for military
organi'sation,-leadership and political activity. | sl

Entering at about 1600 A. D. into Mathura and Aliga_rhf?'_-._*'_*_ f
districts as servants and peasants, they grew to be poiverfﬁ';l'_f;ﬁ.
enough to be Zamindars and to refuse to pay revenue due m SR |
Shahjahan. They were defeated onlyin 1€60..,, (P.295).

In 1669, they rose again under two able leaders, Rajaram a'_nld'f:f |
Ramachandra of Sinsani and Sogar forts. They trained “thifpi
clansmen in group organisation and open warfare. Every¢ :
Jat peasant was practised in wielding the staff and the sword 3 e
they had only to be embodied in regiments, taught to obey'*
their captains and supplied with fire-arms to make them ity
an army, They built several forts amidst their almost 5 g
trackless jungles and strengthened them with mud “walls.©
that could defy artillery. They then began to raid the king’s e
highways”, gy

Thus for two years, the imperial forces contended agaimglly
Rajaram’s forces without any success. In the end, Rajaramy
was killed by accident in a war between the imperial forces and by
his own and his Rajput allies. A |

But his followers continued to seep the imperial forces at ba}* o
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il 1690, when thc~3irhpcrial forces ““were prostrated by hunger

a,'nd_f the anima‘ls:'p'crishcd i large numbers through weakness”’
because the Jats “cut off their grain convoys and watering
parties”.  When in the end, thcir Sinsani fort was destroyed
by the irfﬁﬁei*i,allffdréés “the Jats dis puted every inch of the ground
and were di‘ﬁprﬁi*séd only after losiag 1500 oi their men”. There-
after f"_‘-“the* ~ tribesmen  returnid to the peaceful work of
cultivation”,

of Rajaram. He had a “geni.s for organisation and using

| nppdrtiihiiitit:s_. he succeeded  in thunding a dynasty which still

rules over :li:hamtpur”. “Being more enterprising than those
who had preceded him, he not o« ly increased the number of his
_sqlaitrs but’ alsa ., . strengthene: 1 them by the *addition of 3
n?ﬁsi%:tccrsfaﬁd a troop of caval: 7 and having robbed many of
the ministers of the Court on ¢ 1o road, he attacked the royal
-Wal‘d;ﬂbﬁ and the revenue seri from the provinces’’

(P. 302).
| : . 0 II
It «can be seen from this that peasants too were capable of

militayy leadership and organiiition, continuous and planned

campaigns and sustained politic:: ambitions. They have thus

- set an inspiring precedent,

. Peasants out for power.—i o(h the Mahrattas and Jats
displayed a passion for political sower, ability to construet 3

State and a desire to found their 54 Raj orsocial order, Since

tl;ey_'_werc all aleng steeped in an i ant Indian polilicql lore of the
Mahabharata school, they could think of a State only under a

mon_arp'hical order, but tempered
eldersfflcqnsﬁltativc assembly,
the Dharma Shastras, So (h
Mabhratta and the Bharatpur
ltgd and guide them, *

1Y a ministers’ council and the
anc the rule of law as indicated in
eirs  wvas the achievement of the

k.1 gdoms but with peasants to §




_. -.I i . - =
T & ey
- ! o e
: 5 e o A N
i .-':.l,f- 5 3 &

R s e

INDIA , 122 i
N PEASANTS’ STRUGGLES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 33

“The Sikh
g ) Bl
e 100 came in time to foupg their empire. Thew =
of Gury Go‘fl Osc l-'-w()lm:lonar ¥ inStrument, thanks (o th:: gtn ﬂy? L
nd Singh, They turned a2 their men thf “ﬂ_ﬁ

e placed on a perman e

: ent military foot B e A
empire, with Maharaja Rag. w076 They founded theip |

a bu!w;rk fol:{i[il: i o o Singh at its head and Pro;gzg”,fs,
inﬁasions from th * People of the Gangetic valley against th
corR ‘m hc NDrth WE_St, To this d&‘,f this e t~ C :;.:j

nity 15 a hi et ety L, TR gt Cat peasant. =

. v 132 fughly disciplined, militarised and mnsci:usd t g

- TI e I':." ! I_ 3

i .
ket + PER
tal

of and Mmaki .
King new kingdoms the masses of thoge days had ne -

1'.-'

| ﬂhould nﬁt::hOWCVer, be understood th Rt R R
| >100d that beyond dreaming. =

= pos ot ey g
= e ey o :l. .
7 i i o T i .'I
i i Bk W = Ty

ordinary pol;
_ 'Y political ideas to entertain or demands to make. * Fénit s
-- Coit FRACHRE B T

B ..-d
bt

rq
O
o
2 2
—
3 =
— =
<G
N
2o
=
= 1
S 3
e
c
~ 09
— 3
g ®
o =
@
< 0O
£ i
H ™
5 £
n
33"';:'
~ O3
e O
2 - I
8':
i
;_-su:
~
< 2
. £
5 -
r%w:
O ey
S
ﬁhl
o |
- B
 ma o
& B
ﬂr‘*wmﬁ_whmhmm

your Majesty's re;
and furthee ;’0& ‘”gﬂ: II.lanY have been alienated from tho etk r
; | Ol territory must necessarily foyow ki ml:ic* S

o L3
Bty
¥ 5 e g i}
X l\.i"_.-: _-|. .. -_.__'_-r_ i .r",__,r - a - .
-‘%ﬂﬁﬁ:t-‘m$5é5li f ;."'1‘" 1= -'-p'-.-'.‘ .'..'r.":_".::hu 1 .:‘—. s S L I8 T
= . F '.-' :".-'-:l _'_:‘ o o ITE b - _:_ l. e i .F.l'_‘l ¥
F T == - v P 1 e y

-
l.n.'
. 3 '_-.-.q-.-'.. "-\r:_ =
.:‘L.: AT b e e RN e e
el e "'t'tljl' U e T e
bl Gl R RS,
A L eIy BTt -

,_': r._,_.‘-.-.'l._ - .;.-. - X A % & h
Il. ey L, Y e bl T T 7o X ar f='s
W il Yl " ol i ] -t i
S "-..'.I“- -i?..ﬁ#_ne:# J "l.\r‘r-il‘ B i o B .. e -. - - b
R s e | S e SRS
T - : R = | i pas
T ) PN o ¥l L ’ : s 1

e
-~
.11.1.1.,.,,.._

cn
D
<
&
b
r
o
o
=
o
O
%
pon
—
=
-~
~
Y
ER—
£
W

-
i 00
o " - o ol LB CRAS
[t a ST = r 1 ki
| [ -:'I| LT T, ."':"‘.-'""‘"‘
r

S
pa b
=
O
-
ooy
fom
2.
oy
-
bt
-
&
ge)
g
oo
.
)
o
)
g
=
jat
A
i g
-
o
-
Q
&
D
N
|
i
o
o
~J
3
&y
Qo
S’
ot}
fon
@
NEattu-eil s oD 8 2

pr -
""""'-‘l"':'lln.-'-ir..::-"” e I £ e - }
i TR '...“ I.*l.'l:.ll'.'l'.I ", -?' L -.u:l R -\.‘.I = o Rk R § s
- i ! M, L T I e e i e




o RS S A M e e
= -

L__—_m

| f . 80 _. hcavy wcrc their_ sacriﬁces.

- State ﬁdﬂiin themselves and are
~ bers if .ﬂzl_l LOt.hcr_Govcrnment_s were withdrawn *,

R | /

{4 -
L .r
=

L g g B TR ' REVOLUTIONARY PEASANTS

3 .:.nadc‘ to pay bitterly for their display of patriotism. To this
 day, the peasants of Meerut Division pay certain abwabs which

were then levied as punitive imposts for their participation in
that revolution. it Rk "

5 Dunngthat 'strugglc, iargc numbers of peasants threw them-

.; % selves valiantly into the fray with such abandon that they did not

mindhaving their holdings in the care of their landlords. So

 many of them forgot the wrongs dore to them by their landlords
‘and made common cause with them n fighting for freedom.
460 But’alﬁsgj- when later the British had :riumphed, their lands were
i trcat?cdf‘fas; the proptprty of the Zamindars since the latter were

found in 'abtufa.l control and they were reduced from the status
of proprietors to that of tenants-at-will of their own former lands ;

| . And the Zamindars had no
scruples in grabbing their lands so unjustly,. it it

Unfortunately they could not rise beyond the limitations  of
thci.:_'-:fqudal environment and hence were reduced to dust before
the Brimh arms... And as yet, they had not developed the poli-

their cultural and traditional conception of unity

of the whole of India nor could they anticipate the later twentieth

century idea of achievement of a nation-wide organisation, cons-
ciousness and unified patriotic endeavour.

Y

218 i_ g¢ communities which, according to
Elphinstone, contained *jn miniature all the

materials of a
suflicient to protect their men«

o That the lands were recognised even by the Moghals to be the -




1917 revolutjon and 1920-21 counter-revolution ? Wherever and
whenever peasants have gone into any revolution without their o
own leadership, ideological stand and definite political objectives T
but under the leadership of other classes, they have uniformly ’
been chcatedgof the fruits of revolution or been the worst victims e
of the failure of 4 revolution, ' ol

Santhals’ Revolution.—Later came the 1855-73 Santhal
and Bengal revolts, this time not only against the British Raj as
such but also agamst the Zamindars who were invested with

niums as their own and also against mon ey-lenders who were
glven' powers to get  peasants imprisoned for failure w,rcp;-;y
their debts and against the autocracy of officials, The Santhals |
hever thought that they could be evicted from their ancestral
homesteads, heldin'gs and forests for failure to pay taxes and

debts but thgt had come to happen,

R . - 5 L]
;o : e Ly
3 i - r i F - ]
:.":'h"'r'fi“-'-""i""'i“ B = o Tl S SR
B -2 a )

. -.-,":-.--.'ﬂ.

o a T :rl_i_é"-'l‘hn-ﬂ*n--r',--'l:-n-ﬁ -1:.:-_,- oy Faply

“ame to be the ordci*_ of the day. So he rose in revolt against
that ynjyst order of the day, imposed upon them by British impe- ;,
Nalism through the convenient media of jts allies, the Indian

Zamindars and money-lenders.
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| "Distric:‘t) to resist short measuwes ; illegal cesses, and forced
deliveries of agreement (one-sidecl) to pay enhanced rents”. And
also ““ there had been combination of Raiyats (peasants) in East
Bengal, refysing to payments ex: ept what-they considered just”.

. 'The Santhals found their leaders in twﬂothérs who claimed
to have received some occult bie ssings from the gods to put an
end to the zhulumof officers and to the deceit of merchants. As
o e~ 6CEIL O merchan |
nany as 35,000 Santhals formed their be
-themselves with their tra itional weapons of bows, arrows, axes
~and swords. They began to march to Calcutta to place their peti-
tion before the Governor to free them from their oppressors. But
one Government Inspector obstructed their marchand provoked
__ _,thém_on_;?é-y-r,ﬂf,i into violence. Thus had commenced  their
-rebellion an mglr}éuhan?mcs icre at the hands of the British.
> British officers who had been smitten with remorse later con-
fessed that it was not war, it was éxecution ; we had orders to
80 out whenever we saw the smoke of a _village rising about the

jungle, 'E"Nﬁ-éi‘stratc‘uscd to go with us...I surrounded the
" village with my sepoys and the Magistrate called upon the rebels
tosurrender”. To such an unjust and peremptory order, the
brave Santhals knew only one answer to give. That was defiance.
.Th:!;nétIpon_thcy were bi‘Utal.ly firec upon and butchered en masse.

' 'The Sah;hals displayed such exceptional courage and mili-
tary discipline that they faced successive vollies of British bullets
Wl!:h reckless heroism and abandon ; alas, all those risings were
- pUt dom,iif not in‘ Aurangazeb's lynching fashion but with
equal firmness and cruelty,

Ly Government had however to vield to these peasants, despite
its gratitude to the Bengal Zamindars for their treacherous bet-
__rayal of the War of Independence and pass the Bengal Tenancy
ey, R i m— e e e A S .
Act wﬁich_had come to re-establish the lost permanency of
tenure and fixity of feudal exactions. |
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property of kisans is proved 'by the fact that Akbar and
‘Aurangazeb had to purchase lands from cultivators.

: AR N ?r"i +
el oty

Todar Mal’s revenue settlement conducted under the orde#

of Akbar was made with individual peasants and not with any |
of the Zamindars or even the headmen of a village. No wondcr
Holt Mackcnzlc grew eloquent over the e permanence of the rights.
of these peasants. He observed *the wllagc Zamindars .. m
were the immemorial occupants of the soil ..,,,. They ml el
and mortgaged their lands at will. They may have been bounﬁ

in some cases to a lower class of cultivators, who had by d;stmat

engagements ‘Q&lgng_gggge' acquired the nght of occupancy so
_ long_as they paid the _Ellit_qmnug_ .+ Nothing" but

violence appears to have disturbed the tenure of the v:llage
Zamindars ; neither the exile nor the longest absence, dlssol
the tie that Eound them to the fields of thcir ancestors, nﬂ :
destroyed their right to resume possession when they .
returned”, g B

The Brmsh came to upset all this. Their early adnunmtmn
tors recognised the Taluqdars as the prototypes of English laud~
lords to subserve their political ends. But when they found that
these Talugdars were also undependable, Lord Dalhousin
decreed that ¢ the settlement should be made village by wllage

with the parties actually in Possession but without any rcm&-
nition, either formal or indirect, of their proprietory nght m |
as to dcal with thc actual occupants of the soi]”. e

Thus the U, P. peasants were being rc-mstatcd in thelr tradir il .;
tional rights and holdings by the British who were losing faith h
the so-called landed aristocracy, as a political stabilising fbrgm G
Lord Canning who was no friend of the peasants had to wnfeﬁ%
that *“ as a question of justice the lands and villages takeﬁf'frqm-f"r ?j':_" '-i'
the Taloogdars had, for the most part then
through fraud and violence
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’-Nami'ally the 'Britiah expected gratitude from those U. P.

tkisans. ' They hoped :that the kisans who were being helped to

get back to their lands from which they had béen forcibly ejected

- by the Talugdars would betray the national cause and side with

them; the new beneficent rulers. -

A’y

4 . ;! | g LAY SR ; | . ': . - v
- "Lord' Canning observed in 1858 that *“ it might have been
cxpcmedthat, when insurrection first arose in Oudh. .. the

Vii_lﬁgc'-EBECﬁpantS‘ who had been so highly favoured by the

- British Government and in Justice to whom it had initiated a

policy distasteful to the most powerful class in the province,
would have come forward in support of the Government who
had'endeavoured to restore them to their hereditary rights and
mthwhm interests their interests were identical, Such, how-

On the other hand, lakhs of pceasants made common cayse
with that war of independence. . The British naturally decided

- that *“ the lands of men who have taken an active part against

us:should be largely confiscated in order, among other reasons,

‘10’ enable us to reward others”., “ The Governor-General

procl'aims_ to the people of Oudh that ', . ... ‘the proprietory
right ‘in ' the soil of the province is confiscated to the' British
Government ‘which will dispose of that right in such manner as
to it may seem fitting?’, Lia

the ctiursc of a year, the kisans® * rights had ceased to exist or

‘were reduced to.a mere shadow they were completely in the

ppﬁcr-Of the'Ta_luqdars and were subject to every kind of op-
prcss_ion;tyranny and exaction”’, | |

Such was the bitter price pai;i by kisans for having made

i
|




Mahratta. Peasant Awakenmg.—Wlth equal fury and
fervour rose the Mahratta peasants in the same generatlol'l,
against the oppressions of money-lenders. They could not brook

the idea of obedience to the new laws which gave such coercwc;i?'?:
powers to money-lenders that any monsy-lender could 1vzthlif3:;.-}
1mpunlty move a court to imprison any one of his peasantﬁ'l_é; _-'-- )
debtors, So they revolted, burut down the houses, deqtmycd’-;;'--;-;
other properties of money-lenders, killed a good many such op-'_.:;;i'-;;.ff.: -
pressors and even attacked thosc Government officials who werc

supporting their Oppressors. .

Bombay Peasants Revolts in 1871-75.These reveltz
were not well planned, nor were they widespread., They took

place haphazardly and in many districts like Kaira, AMedﬂ.;._,.
nagar, Poona, all unconnected with each other, The peamnfs
aimed their blows not on Government, but on lnnncy-lcndmg?:
and even when whole villages were in revolt, great care WEB
taken not to harm anyone else but:marwari nleney-lendcrm;ff?

Generally * the ‘object of the rioters was to obtain and destro

the bonds, decrees, etc., in the possession of their creditors ; whea g
these were pcaceably given up to the asserabled mob thcre waa :

usually nothing further done. When the money-lender rcfused

or shut himself up, violence was used to frlghten hlm mtﬁ

surrender or to gct possession of the papers”.

qu‘[n thc Il'tht of British Raj came down on them and

suppressed their ‘risings. Yet it had to yield and redress. thelr
grievances at least in part. Hence the passing of the Dccca.ﬂ
Agriculturists’ Relief Act, whereby an exception was made fm’
the Mahrat'a peasants from the operations of the Cjvil Proce.*

dure Code in that they could not be imprisoned for fallure tﬁ g

repay debts—a great concessmn mdccd

Punjab Disoontent.-nbmnlarly the Punjab peasam‘s t:»w
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40 REVOLUTIONARY PEASANTS

tion of their lands to the urban money-lenders for failure to repay
debts. The British Government could not await a similar rebellion
as had taken place in Bengal and Maharashtra since the armed
and martial Sikhs might make a formidable enemy, So it
hastened to pass the Punjab Land Alienation Act to prevent
the __rgi;iénati'on' of peasants’ lands to non-agricultural sections,

ﬁotlthlndia in .Ferment.wSimila.ljly the Krishna and

Godavari Deltaic peasants and the Karnataka and Rayalaseema

p,ca.s'ants too revolted several times from the beginning of the 1g9th
ccagirym pmtest against the exorbitant land revenue - exactions,
the neglect of inigatiun facilities and the extortionate method of
,ﬁ_@ncgﬁm@?; G. Laks@iggga_gg___ Chetri_ organised a grand

- .‘? o ‘__..-—-""'

'cdwti}uﬁpnal'-ﬁ?iﬁtiaﬁ against the Madras Tortures Act and

‘ succeﬁdcd.il}.; getting it repealed and this saved the South Indian

‘peasants from being put to seyeral cruel and inhuman tortures

I\:T N T i B iy, e
e i " "““'"-“""'-“‘ﬂ'ﬂm-m.--.—ﬂu-_ i

for failure topay taxes, The South Indian peasants resorted to their

- 'IF“'i-.q,ﬂ._ e N
. -l BT g P
....... e T =

anccsfl;afj_’mpthod of satyagraha by abandoning their lands and vil-
lage;s_, (a method of satyagraha adopted by the Lohara peasants
in 1936, and by those of the Orissa States in 1939 with much less
success) and migrating to the neighbouring Indian States or

'cv_exi;.';Bﬁ,r_ish districts. Since peasant solidarity was so great in

those ‘days and also since the cultivation of land under the then
prevailing tax burdens was such an unwelcome task none would
go.and occupy their lands and houses and Government had
to climb down and agree to a reduction of their tax burdens in
order ft_dfpchuade them to return to their lands and villages.

Gomdbntion of the Indias National Congress,—With
the beginning of the 20th century, the Indian National Congress

o+
i

began tt:_i champion the cause of the oppressed peasants, It
imported a. political tsigniﬁcanc-f,w-—-common cause with the
nation-wide freedom movement and anti-imperialist bias-—into
every one of the struggles that poasants have had to wage in
order to free themselves from new imperialist impositions and
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machinations. Thus country-wide campaigns were organised i
with nationalism as their dynamo and economjc pressure as their -~

propellers against the vicious indenture labour syste
labour in plantations, exploitation by European

India and other parts of the British Empire. Now t}
consciousness and organisation were added to economic griev-}
ances, success began to dawn on the horizon of Indjan peasants,

The indenture system was abolished and some relief was got for

plantation labour., A ‘large number of risings 100k place in

Malabar ‘both' in the last and present centuries,

\at political

They were

m, contract i
planters in =

misnamed communal riots and their basjc causes, the political =~ =

and economic grievances of peasants against the local landlords
were not sought to be removed. Of COUrse |

the tendency for communal leaders to exploit. 1
But thanks to ‘the sacrifices made by the

peasants, the Madras Government had had to
Tenancy Act which conferred

very large section of peasantry,

hese basic factors,
pass the Malabar .
permanency of tenancy upona

e

Gandhiji and Peasant Saty
dynamic and political revolutiona
imported into Pcasant strug
advent on the Indian

ry tendency has come to be

Gujerat with his new weapon of Satyagraha, an open, noﬁ_ :
violent, organised, politically alive revolt 2

Mopilla (Moslcm)'f.f’-"_._;-‘-i,f

agraha.~An entirely new i

gles by Mahatma Gandhj since his

gainst injustice—in’ el

their struggles against the indigo planters and land rew:nuc s
collectors respectively,
M

He introduced the technique of firse . =~

enquiring into the essential facts of the
tormulating their demands, educating
and magnitude of their needs
them in the art of internal sl
tor economy in caseé of a prol

ties and steeling their mind to the rIZours
harassments of imperialism. He would con

peasants’ gri¢vances, then

them as to the nature |
and immediate demandes, trdlnfhg" et
t-sufficiency pointing out the need “
onged struggle against the authori- S
of jails, and other i
vince 'the péas’ahﬁ;
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‘that the satisfaction of their carefully moderated minimum
demands ‘was most urgently ::iled for by Dharma or social
justice, and that it would be their sacred duty to force the autho-
rities to perform their Dharm -« towards them. The injection
of this Anspiring and ennoblin; conception of serving Dharma
by revolting against injustice and by seeking redress for their
:O‘mm .grievances, would steel he determination and hghtmg
'."-'maralc of the peasants.  As th: champions of Dharma, peasants
--Iwr.mld go a.hcad to facc all thei enemies without fear and with

- perfect. confidence in their own cause and in their duty to and
capacity for teaching their opporents how to conform to Dharma.
As Colvin strcngthcncd the bct 1gc01~>1e by his casmstry proving

b R T SO

_hthat they were hclpmg society iy helpmg themsc]ves as Marx

~ put new life into the proletariat »y clcmonstmtm?:hat thez_,xe
- the heirs of capitalism, chosen oy Dame History, so Mahatma
" Gandhi invested the peasants s well as the colonial peoples
with the saintly staff of satyagr ha to achieve the protection’ of
Dharma for themselves and to chlige their opponents to conform
to'Dharma and thus save hume ity from injustice.

":Ba'rdali Satyagfahé.—Wi* the blLssmg,S of Mahatma
..Gandhx his greatest kisan disciple, Vallabhbhai Patel organised

-and led the Bardoli ecasants azainst the rcsettlcment enhance-

24 cnts proposed by Govcrnmen Under his inspiring guidance,
fpeﬁasants braved all risks, face.! with courage the loss of their
' ..Ibelqved cattle and ancestral la'isls and even risked eviction from

their villages. At last, they t iumphed over the Government.
| .?T,!;_RJ;H ;was in __11.929. i

Agam n 1930, whcn Mahatir aji gave this call to the people
tunsedgdlm‘- perialism to ackieve national independence, the |
. Bardoli peasants rose to a man, refused to pay taxes, faced the |
~auction sales and ﬁventuamf almost all their lands and re-
' ﬁ.:sed to havc any truck with Government, Such was the mar-
P vcllous strcngth of thc:r poh tical revolt led by their grcat b.cudar.

| | - l |



Tof Bengal. All these campaigns shared the

have the means and the Courage to risk.the R
by having recourse to the law. Hence, R
ruthlessly exploit this helplessness of the r
Kanjiya in 1946, (“Modern Review”.)

whether they be money-lenders,

the causes for this. The followi
Meulder in his article in the
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exactions in' U.P. and Bihar in 1921 and 1931-33 ; the antis,
resettlement campaigns of Godavari and Kistna Deltas and‘a
number of peasant struggles against landlords

(1931) Tsadumu and Munagala (1939)
South by some of us.

of Vt:':nkatagwi |
were organised in the _'_
There were also the Land Sattyagraha--;i;),i 7 SRR
Bihar (1939), the anti-Zamindar fight in Bengal, and Andhra,
and Canal Duties struggle of the Punjab and Bengal (1939), -
the Jute prices struggle ( 1937-42), and the Debt Relief Agitatiop o

same new features,

Aboriginal Kisans.—There are more than 200 lakhs of ' 
aborginal kisans in India. The Santhal rebellion of the last
century and the Koya revolt of the thirties of this century and
the recent agitation among the Bhils of Dahanu, the tribes of i
Mymensingh, and Mayurbhanj have shown that these aboriginal =
tribes too have in them the irrepressible spirit of revolt that 5
can shake up modern capitalist hegemony to jts very roots,!

o

ajah’s di'!spleaﬁure_,:: a
ajahs and landlords_f' RS
yots ” observed Rev, b

o

b

These Santhals are losing their lands to the

landlords or touts.

() Rent suits and executions, (i) loans, (fff),Surrmder-by-.-_.-:ffz'.f.ﬁ_-; :
fraud, - (iv) wilfully defective settlement, (v) Zhulum a:nd s
brute force of landlords, officials, etc., (i) llegal mutilation d-:”f:':__j_jgi' P
kisans’ names on

landlords’ registers, (vir) misundcrstan:dingf?.._._f'.f"_ ke

£
\




- tnbal kisans of their rights.
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of the tribal peoples’ rights by the courts, (v2:1) starting penshops
on aborigina'l land and then juietly or suddenly rebuilding
these .~ shops  .into  pucca  buildings, (ix)  covering
,abongmal areas with grogshups instead of providing wells, |
tanks and other forms of irriga. on, (x) the threat of leasing out
forest and grazing lands to companies of financiers, bankers or |
landlords. ‘

'| _‘--I: f.-\_" -
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AS a result of the growing but forced landlessness of kisans

‘.._-‘(‘aused by the above methods parsued by money-lenders, land- |

lords and corrupt officials, the 1-ea of bakhast lands is increasing |

--almost in every tribal village, on which the landlord comes to !
; havc the nght to settle new kisaas.

These complaints are to be raet with in every tribal area all |

‘.ovar India. I conducted enquiies into the conditions of tribes
- in Hyderabad in 1927 and in Ni giris in 1929 and in the Andhra |

hills in 1931-33 and again in 1926 ; everywhere the same vicious '
economic forces were found toc be at work to deprive the

To relieve their social and ecynomic distress and win for them |
‘the same political freedom and status as was being granted

‘1o ithe other peoples of India, ‘here was founded in 1936, the

All-India Excluded Areas and [ribal Peoples’ Association and
Sri P. Kodandaramayya has been its soul ever since. A

number of provincial confererces also have been held.  The |

Provincial Congress Ministries, notably of Orissa, Bombay, and |
Assam have been trying to improve educational facilities for these |
tribal peoples. A few co-operative societies too haye been formed.
'But because we have not yet :ucceeded in grafting our new
argamsauons on to the traditional love of their own martyrs
and heroes whb had fought for their freedom and their tribal
democratxc organisations, as apart from their so-called Rajahs or
Chlefs or Muthadars, our mo ‘.rn organisations have as yet




INDIAN PEASANTS’ STRUGGI ES AND ACHIEVE MEI\TS 43

When the Congress was in Ministry in 1937-39 the loval Sardm'
saw to it that all their lands were returaed. Thus did 3&‘

peasants gam their initiation in both economic and poh X

Vizag Revolution and Raju s Lead»ership.—The Vlzag
Agency tribes waged a two-year war against British imperialism

with the help of an exraordinary revolutionary leader S:tar&ma
Raju. They made the fullest military use of the strategic ad«:

vantages of the hills and valleys and ; impassable gorges and thcifi 5 I g

¥ L
‘J -!Hﬁ

own special knowledge of the terrain. They were smctly‘
non-violent. They made full use of their traditional weapcm
But strangely enough they pursued the Hindu Dharmic way ﬁf
liberating their enemies, once they fell into thejr hands
asked for excuse, with the result that their secret déns came to I‘m

known and their ways of organisation understood by thﬂii‘.‘-’-"-'-.‘

enemy,

What did tﬁey hght for ? At first they started askmg fer

free use of the forest lands and produce. Rapidly their demands
went up and they wanted to establish Swaraj for the whole Of

the Agency area, if not for the whole of India. R ‘._3,:

'..I- i e
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The tragfdy of it all was that their sty uggle came off. a yéar fff"“

after the great non-co-operatmn movement (1920-22) was OW f

and when nationalist India was just recovering from the shock

of reaction. The British Government was very cruel towaf&i
those brave tribal people. It used all the modern wcapcni

and killed thmmands of those ‘unfortunate Koya and Savara
peoplc. '

Al 'u'l "'”
'.i

Grca; trouble set in upon these pcople after their noblc aad
resourceful leader Raju was killed. Most of their eghcr

lecaders were klllcd several others were sent to jall and ET@M
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Yet the spirit of resis-
| _ il tr id not Cie. It only awaited another
. ~inspired ° . 4 suitable Opportunity. This ‘became
clear in the August 1942 Revolution when again these people
8ave a fine account of their anti-in perialist Spirit,

But Dwmg to the special attentiorn paid by
andiits people,even such Congress

spinning ~Was notallowed. Gove;

3 Muthéda_r‘s.or village tribal chief:

and I:hus destroy their will to revi

sion, Congress-men Jike P. Kodanda

| ‘had been doing yeoman service to
e their work, the Go
| kept;down as heredit

the police to this area
constructive work as hand-

iment encouraged the local
'0 tyrannise over the people
It.  Despite all such repres-
famayya and R. M. Sarma-

these people. As a result-
thi system by which the hill tribes were

. ary servants (hordering on alav:cry-) of those
Muthadars and ‘others who advanced small su

- these ignorant and helpless people either for
drink hag come to be abolished since 1940. Yet 50 many of these
- People are even now unable to take advantage of it, Secondly,

the last:Congress ministry has declared their lands inalienable.
But during the war, the Advisers’ fegime again had allowed
alicnqtiqn of their lands subject to th. Collector’s permission .

ms of money to
marriagc or for

. The present Congress Ministry s tr
peoples. The All-India Adibasis
tion was founded in 1936, It has 2ow become a powerful or-

ga_riiﬂ_ti@n ‘developing the political consciousness of these 20
millllion-Adibas_is}in our country,

ying to help these tribal
¢nd Excluded Areas Assaclia-

A
: H’ .S&tyés‘raha Struggle rhe't weert
-Co-operation movement
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remained largely beyond the affections and reach of their

masses, ©

Recently, we have put ourselves in touch with lhr:'natui-*al*"_f__-jf
leaders of some of these tribes, such as Messrs. Samant, Jaipal
Singh, Nichols Roy and with the Tribal or Adibasj organisations
they have been building up and we trust that very soon these )
tribal peoples too will be able to march hand in hand with al} ';;‘_i'::_"‘ i £
other sections in our revolutionary attempts to achieve Kisan: = * |

Mazdoor-Praja Raj,

We are encouraged in this hope by our recent discoverjes Of g

the revolutionary traditions, legends and ballads that some.: of
these tribal people have built up.. For instance, the Manipuri .
kisan women became so adept in the modern intricacies of X
markets for their agricultural produce that when the merchants = -'i

and consumers of Manipur refused to pay them reasonable priges, iia i

they organised and went on a strike. For weeks, they main- ,f*?‘._j;
tained their strike and saw to it that there were no blacklcgs. 218

In the end, the Manipuri merchants had to accept the demands . - i

of those worldly-wise tribal women,

Secondly, when I visited Akola in 1945, and again Udgip'#_ e

in 1946, I came across the inspiring dance recital of a Bhil kis_an'
cum tribal revolt against their Jaipur and Udaipur Maharanas, =

According to this recital, which, by the wa

and the modesty of their women,

them for an ‘armed rebellion. For weeks, a guerilla {

Y, 1S baSCd upon a PD,. .-
pular ballad woven by the Bhil Ppocts several centuries ago,

the Maharana heaped so many taxes on the Bhils, oppressed.
them so much and in the end his officers violated thejr hearths
that they rose against S
his  oppression. Their  leader, Ram Gopal, organised © . ,

On between ‘the State troops and the Bhils. In the end, thclr ah o

leaders were killed, many of their ranks too tell on the battlefields !

and out of disgust they left the State in a mass exodus. But

_J Y
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after a time, the son of the Maharaja, when he came to the gadi,
repented for the sins of his fathe- and begged the Bhils to return
to the State, '

‘This legend is woven into such a powerful and eloquent
ballad and it is sung, to the tunc of a mass dance which inspires
ﬂie’_‘Bhil_s even today into such cre: cendoes of emotion , anger and

-aba_',_r_idon that one can casily get in idea of the passionate mass

movement their rebellion must Fave been In its own day,

‘The Adibasis who could organise such a movement and who
could perform such herojc deeds In an organised manner not

‘ only in’ the Bhil area under their own Bhil leadership, and in the |

far distant Manipuri under the |. adership of their women but
also under the inspiration of an cutsider like Sitarama Raju on
'thc;-';Koraput'hills of the Andhra can be expected to take once
again their Place in the vanguard of our present-day revolu-
tionary struggle for the democrasic Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj.

Tt is from this viewpoint tha: the foundation of the Jamin
Bachais Sabha (the Agrarian League) of the Adibasis of Chota
Nagpur is of great Signiﬁcance. I has rightly laid stress not so
much on legislation but “ on visicn, enthusiasm, leadership and
the spirit  of service and citizen hip in the aboriginal leaders
themselves. Education is a failure if 1t cannot give that

| lcadcl'ship and vision”.

W It wants to brin about a “permanent rise in the standard of -
living implying more extensive ard intensive cultivation, a fight

- ,38‘3@#;61‘05'1'1011 which is the large:: single cause, of poverty”, It
~ desires the “ recasting and bringing up-to-date the old Panchayat

system of the villages, equipped w.h thriving co-operative socie-
ties . Educational facilities inclucng law and medical colleges

and occupational schools are as ruch needed as “air and
WAIRETY vy '
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L Every yc.ﬁr each man was bound to do a fixed amount of
ploughing on the domain land and also to give —Carvee—an

unfixed amount of ' ploughing every week when it was
necdcd g | | '

P

. In addmon, there was handwork——-he had to help repair
'building ‘or cut down trees or gather fruits or make ale or carry

loads, It was by these services that the monks got their own
_sclgmppal farm cultivated.” . ... .F(p. 6).

. Thc farmers * had to carry a load of wood to the big house
(cf the landlord) im return for being allowed to gather firewood
in the woods ; they had to pay some hogsheads of wine for the |
right ta pasturc their pigs in the same precious woods ; every

third. ye.ar, they had to give up one of their sheep for the rlght to

graze upon the ficlds of the ‘chief. Every farmer had also to pay
othen rcnts in produce ; every year he owed the big housc three
chickens and fifteen eggs and a large number of planks ‘to repair
its bulldmgs often he had to give it a couple of pigs.; sometimes
corn, wme, honey, wax, soap or oil. Even the wives of the
farmers. were kept busy, if they happened to be serfs ; for the

servile women were obliged to spir cloth or to make a garment -
for the big. housc every year.” .. ... (p.p. 16, 17).

The suffcrmgs of the peasants in the Indian States were even

| . : more intolerable and they have had to bear the* burden of the

mntmually accumulatmg illegal abwabs or imposts. Theijr feuda-

lism has inherited all the evils of the Mughal empire and

~had  been mamtamcd by Brmsh arms and the Indian
pnncca! |

.,i-_n'

' Against this terrible ordcr, Indian peasants began to protest.
At ﬁm ;hc Loharu, Patiala and Nabha peasants revolted. They
orgamacd a;? ‘ Farm Strike ’ A abandoned their villages and ran
into thc nclghbeurmg forests. The States sent out their armed

|
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police and military on horse-back, to hunt the prasants as it wm e
and force them to go back to their villages and cultivéfcté theh: i
lands. After some fight, the peasants gave up their Satyég 43
There  came the prolonged Mansa Peasan(s’ bdt}’agrahafm' il
rent reductions. Partial success came ther BRASTT G -thr e?
month struggle. | ki S

T - | J.'- { 1 | £h
i he Mysore and Travancore State peoples waged their states -
~wide struggles for responsible governments. Many wefe ‘tha’ G

atrocitie ' ' ¢
ocities committed by the governments, Hundreds of = B

fE)Gasanltis .an;:] wquers died in those shooti ng outrages. Onlya
ew politica i R PR - e R
P | concessions were made and .thc fﬁudal 2 duéi
were reduced. | : s P T

-
&
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The struggle then spread to the Orissa States, For awhﬂb
some of the princes fled their states, so furious and ﬂll-é‘nfvelépfﬁﬁf
were t!u: peasants’ revolts, and so helpless were their lscal{dﬁ‘égﬁ = .
and military forces. The princes hastened to promise té'aqgoﬁéh' [y
a number of feudal dues,' such as  forest fees, free supply offuc[,
wood, grass, forced labour and supply of animals, Rents toowem
offered to be reduced. Soon the British forces went to theu'
rescue and the former concessions were mostly w:f:hdriiﬁ {
T}}cre“l’c‘“: the peasants again rebelled, and marched on‘;'lnﬁ
Prmccsj_capilals and demanded various economic and pohuca:]
concessions.  But the British military fired on them, killed lare o
numbers a.nd Suppressed their risings. Cruel ul-*prislals; fwefg -
theregftcr 1nstitgted_ by the princes. I had an occasion t;; Séﬁ %
large numbers of peasants who fell victims to those barba.nt’* -
feib. th?’f were such as to bring shame upon thz princes and lfsh i A
Protectors, the British. Women were raped, youn g bovy were wh,? S
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left their villages in a aumber of States including Nilgiris, Dhen-
kenal, and marched into the neighbouring forests of Orissa
~ Province ; built small huts out of the forest leaves and branches
" and lived in those improvised camps for many months. At long
last, the States had to agree not to resort to any reprisals or
iﬁdulgc :n incendiarism or looting and also to abandon their
demands for forced labour and some of its more oppressive
forms before those peasants could be persuaded to return 1o their
villages, |

I visited their camps and interviewed their men, women and
leadérs. It was an eye-opener to us. Those camps were perfectly
orderly. They were built according to the traditional village
planning of our peasants. They were ruled by their Peasant
panchayats. A number of their leaders were women—old and
bold. They “displayed their inherent qualities of leadership,
'orghﬁiidﬁon_, discipline and unity. Under the stress of that re-
volution, their traditional caste distinctions were gone and un-
tquchaﬁility was abolished and they learnt to live as one united
_eq.u;_alitaria'n society. |

~In the wake of these revolutions, rose the peasants of a number
of Maharashtra and Karnatak States. They too achieved a
number of triumphs and concessions.

Then rose the Jaipur, Gwalior and Udaipur peasants against
theu‘ local Thakors and other feudal lords. They made use of the
internal quarrels and contradictions between the States, princes
and the Thakors 'of Jaipur. They were led by the late Jamna-

lal Bajaj, a merchant prince and a great follower of Mahatma
Gandhi. They achieved victory on their economic front.
The Udaipur revolt was put down cruelly. But forced
labour had to be abandoned.

Duﬁng ‘the latter half of 1946, the Hyderabad peaaaﬁts
have risen against their local feudal chiefs, the Deshmukhs. The

%
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Communists and Congressmen provided the requisite Ieadcﬁh_ip.._*? |
But as it is always the case with Communists, they tried to elbow i
out the Congressmen and achieve a ‘‘closed shop ” for thf':':ir' '_
organisation, with the result that the; ranks of the peasants were * |
split and a large section of the middle classes and merchantswere
forced to join hands with the State authorities in order to save

themselves from Communist repression.

The State authorities and their local feudal and othcf
allies perpetrated many horrors on the  Warrangal, .

Nalgonda and Bidar peasants. Lootings, rapings, mcendxamm

and murders of peasants became the order of the day. It was

after the States’ Peoples’ Organisation and the Andhra C‘mgrcss A

had begun to champion the cause of these peasant sufferers, that
the State has called a halt to its campaign of repression. But
this freedom - from the feudal lords of the States is being won at
great cost by States peasants. All over the Rajasthan Statcs,
peasants have had to struggle hard for months after August 1947

to get rid of forced labour, abwabs and eventually the Jag:rdan
or Thakurdari systems.

The suffcrmge of Hyderabad peasants were of a stcmcr
type. Owing to the intransigence of the Nizam and has
ministry, the States people had to offer heroic resistance to the
Nazi terrorism of Razakars, a gang of power-mad Moslems,
The tribal people, known as Koyas of Palvancha Taluk, the

kisans of Nalgonda, Warrangal, Mahaboobnagar districts stmg‘ b

gled  heroically against the State’s campaign of violence and

‘repression, The Koyas offered many pitched battles. in thcxr

mountain fastnesses on the banks of the Godavari.

Fortunately the statesmanshlp and strong ° Police Actlon

organised by Sardar Patel, the hero of Bardolj peasant Satya-

graha of 1928, forced the Nizam to surrender, With l’u,s o

fall has come down the Razakar terror and the

power Of thc
landlords.

i
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The liberation of practically the whole princely order and the
consequent liberation of 70 million States peoples and their
attainment -of democratic government is the biggest and most
romantic -achievement of post-partition  India and 1t 1s
s:gmﬁcant that it has been achieved by Sardar Patel, the kisan
statcsrpan ‘The Indian States’ peasant masses have been
in the vanguard of the States’ peoples fight for economic and
political freedom and thanks to the attainment of freedom

by India on 15th of August 1947 and the statesmanship
“and revolutionary capacity of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the
States peoples have-also attained control of the government
and, the feudalism of the zamindari and jagirdari orders 1s
meg hquldatcd '

Indian National Congress prepared the ground.—~The
various national revolutionary struggles led by Mahatma Gandhi
and the National Congress in 1921, 1930-34 and 1940-43 have
roused the Indian masses, particularly peasants as nothing else
in recent centuries had done and ¥nit them all together in a more
realistic and powerful manner irto one great nation with a
common and glerious cultural hf.l*itagc of the greatest antiquity
and grandest social contributions. Naturally when we began to
orgarise peasants, we found them already with their feet well
planted on' the modern plane of national consciousness and
determination to beard the British Imperialism in its den through
the new weapon of Satyagraha with confidence in their ability
to win freedom. Our task was thus very much facilitated.

Contributions of Kisan Congress.—And what can we

claim to have contnbuted’ in our turn? A growing sense of class-
consciousness, an awareness of unity of peasant interests on a
nationalscale, an appreciation of their revolutionary class Dharma
~and ' also of the need for winning the co-operation of the prole-
tariat and lastly a realisation of the existence of class struggle and
of the need to end it by strengthening themselves, The discovery
of their Dharma to set right the present inequalitiesof wealth and
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income, and consequent achievement of
opportunities as betwcen the agricultural
peoples, as between the toilers as a whole
cmn—;ﬁ:udal-cum-priestly orders and to save
exploiting classes and place it under the de
the masses and also to wield

weapon of Dharma to save hy

capitalism, imperialism, fascism and periodical econ

-:i'”' '- I.

social. and cult_ural" #
and non-agfic:ulmral" &
and the capitalist-
the State from'-;;tbﬁ
mocratic control of |
the revolutionary Gandﬁiahd' L
manity frecm the 1'avéges;-:? of

omic crises '
and wars, ,_ Kot e

Thanks to the twenty-year
thirty years of participation

have now come to be at the vanguard of In

tionary forces and have set up a high

deeds, sacrifiges and achievements in 1942

than thatof any other
Mahatma Gandhi feel

which was far higher
class of people in India.

Veera Gunnamma.—Aj
Satyagraha was displayed by

prisoned by the Madras Govern
trate were arresting seven of the

Against the unjust arrests,

ma roundly abused them

for their behaviour.
her.

She sprung upon them like a lioness.

4t and she continued to vigorously protest
brigandage and injustice until she
shot wound. T oday the

Theyifired on -

against that police
was felled by the sixth

- Vizagapatam peasants cherish the

ade o $ tearing at
her body, the whole ' ' 1t perialism,
, Bharatidevi, the peasants’

dian National revoly-
~watermark of revolutionary

ndomitable spirit of revolt and ¢
Veera Gunnamma of Mandésa;-
as I was being interned and Jn- it
ment, the local police dndMagjs-
local peasant léaders of Mand;é;sa_ b Tk

She was being sli’ot:

old peasant movement and e
1n national struggles, Indian peas'@_}ltﬁ o8

Verily could -
proud of the modern Indian peasants. i |

. Guanam-~ A
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prcsiaéﬁt was offering to Gunnamma’s memory at her grave,
the highest honours due to a peasant martyr, therg was a gather-
ing of one hundred thousand: peasants. Peasants have learnt
how to die nqbly-and heroically and also how to honour their

martyrs. Itisin the fitness of things that a woman, Gunnamma
should preside over their growing lists of martyrs.

Even in the realm of practical pclitics, peasants have achieved
quite a lot. Between 1937-40, a number of Provincial Govern-
ments had to declare moratoria for rural debts, scale down

~ debt burdens, improve the rights of Zamindari tenants, reduce

remts and land revenue burdens for all peasants and grant edu-

‘cational and cultural facilities for landless Harijans and prohibit

the alienation of the lands of the aberiginal peasantry and so on.

Aﬁgnst Revolution and Peasants.—During the 1942
AuguSt Revolution, it was the Indian peasant who played the
I.nﬁ}'st';héroi_c; dynamic and effective role. Students and urban
middle classes too contributed much. But peasants excelled
thefnsélﬁéé. They rose spontancously and simultaneously, as if
by cllesxgn and upset the means of transport of the British war
machine. Police stations and other local officers of Government
w;i‘tc,_,;captured. Wherever they succeeded in overcoming the
local governmental forces and agencies, they proceeded to es-

tablish their panchayats and in several areas in United Provinces,

Bihar, Bengal, Maharashtra and Tamilnad, they established
thgir,‘.x‘:ival Govgrn_ménts. The most famous achievements were
wltneasccj in Midnapore and S'at:-::;j*a Districts where for years,
the British were unable to regamn their control over whole
fcgi_o;ls consisting of the masses of peasants,

~ Thus the 20th century and post-August revolutionary peasants
h_ai;é, Bhown that they are bent upcn achieving political power
and that they are no longer content with mere I0oting and occa-
s'idnat'l_ dlspla)fs of thé:ii'.dis_cor;tcnt and fury. One remarkable
feature of this peasant regime of post-August revolution is that
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villages right upto the district level, these tiers of p.:lnchayats._;:—"f? o
were built up, And they did remarkable work, T hey Wer&ef-".j
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no harm was done to private properties, or dinary mdlwduals or SR
their interests and only Government agents and properties wcrc=-
attacked. Underground activities were highly developed a‘hd

-,i.' 5

both criminal and civil agencies of their Panchayat Raj wgw ;4%
used to maintain law and order in their emancipated peasant
India, 'Thus the peasant became the central ﬁguu' of the 1942
revolutlon, | 'f’; |
The peasant-wise significancé of Indian national revolution _____ e £
is forcibly demonstrated by what has been happening since ‘the. b
attainment of frecdom by India. w of m.

Tite feudal princes, Jagirdars huve been faSt E
crumbhng to pieces thanks to the stre ngth and | states- ;»«
manslrip of Sardar lar Patel, the Indian Deputy Prime Mlmster.
Almost all the States have either mérged in the ntlghboumlg gt
provinces or been grouped into Unfons and all of them have

been brought in line with the prevailing democracy in India,

The 70 million States’ people are today able to enjoy the btmc- i
fits of democratic rule. As if by the flourish of a magic wandﬁh&
Augean stables of feudal laws are being cleared and peasants’ are |
peing fieed from the cluiches and tyrauny of hoth the,

indeed a great social revolution whish being achlcved
in_an entirely Gandhian manner and it was not cxpccted

'0 come to pass so quickly even by the most sangmnc
xwoluuonary

One chcr interesting feature of peasant rcvolutmn
is the rapldlty with  which peasant revolutionaries were
able to construct the whole edifice of separate panchayats for -_r_.;.-_.;-. Wi
political, administrative and Judicial purposes and make them all : Jaticns
work efficiently and in harmony. In Satara district from the;g-?? fii
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cesses and administer pu‘lblic funds. All this was possible be-
cause the hoary traditions of Paiichayat Raj and democracy
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were still there with the peasants in their folk-lore and
da‘y-a;td-day settlement of village affairs and disputcs. And they
scrved;aa foundations, So, neither the exercise of political power
through panchayat democracy nor the management of adminis-
trat,i!:":m-'wqrc new. ‘This is another proof, if proof were needed, to
demq;';st_rate the capacity of Indian and Chinese and African
pc'as@ntsr-to run their administraticn, if and when they capture
political and economic power.

Y Nﬁ longer are our peasants’ satyagraha campaigns_iselatedr
suﬁgiglés_'unobseﬁed by the peasants of other parts, as Lenin
found Russians to be. Wherever there was a struggle, the
peasants of the whole of India ca e (o be interested in it, col-
lected funds, observed sympathetic All-India Days and helped

the syﬂ'erersl in ‘every pPossible nuinner. | Thus the Mandasa
State subjects, the Orissa State st bjects, Refugee Camps, the
Beng'arli'?_ - Flood victims, the T. lyalaseema famine-stricken

peasa,nts, : thc Malabar peasants and so many others were helped
~on an all-India basis, True, the .\ll-India Peasants Congress
had dbmc; to knit all the peasants 1 'gether under the aegis of a
Na _‘tﬁial Peasant unity. But it was Mahatma Gandhi and the
Na;tiqhﬁl Congress whidh laid the foundations for the growth of

the new consciousness and familiavised the peasants with the
potent idea of their national unity, >

;In_thrma too, peasants played a noteworthy part in the
famous - Irrawady revolution of 1095-27 which raged over a
fourth of Burma area. Violent means were resorted to, econo-

mic l'a;p.d"sqcial boycott was organiced, and a non-payment of

ta;;g;s'fléa;gpaign was effectively organised. And the remarkable
feﬁt_urég of this uprising was the estal)ish
government of the Burmese peasants.  But alas, it could not
succeed against the might of the firiti

sh.  Fearing that this
Burm“’gg‘r;evolt was caused by the Burmese contact with India,

ment of a rebel and rival
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Burma: was separated from India, but that has not prew:nte_d
the growth of Burmese revolutionary movement. Whenimy =

wife and myself visited Burma in 1930, ”'W'Blll‘mtlséﬂ-f o
peasants gave us clear indications of how they were fOllDWilfg*--’;_[ﬁf -

the Indian peasants’ movement and how they too were dreaming =

of achieving Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj of the Burmese masses.

And when the defeat of the British at the hands of the Japanese i

gave them a chance in 1942, the Burmese peasants established

their own national government and showed how they could Shoa g

grapple with the modern problems of statecraft and warfare,

After the advent of freedom by India and Burma , the ;')f:é_éant".j

movement has been making rapid progress, In India, the

Congress Ministries which depend so largely on peasant 3 £
tor their support have ' been busy passing laws to abolish =

landlordism. Of course everywhere compensation is being .

offered' to landlords and since the burden of ithis: x

compensation is found to be too heavy, a certain amﬂillﬂf"’“’_':'“--'.;..*.
of delay is being experienced in the State actually talung
over the Zamindari administration. But the system, as such, is
practically:gone. In Burma too, legislation has been pééscd

reducing rents and conferring permanency of tenure upon :
peasants and very soon the landlords will disappear as a class, ' ¢
In both the countries peasants organisations too have gained Rk
immense strength, One day before his death on 30-‘ij-43,:' ot
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Mahatma Gandhi declared that in Swaraj India the real rulcr
must be kisans and that all,others can rule India only on thci*r s e

behalf. Thus he gave his blessings to us all who have been

fighting for political power for kisans and other masses. In

fact, he has thus annotated his own assurance to our masses, ;
given in 1945, that in Swaraj India, Congress would be fighting .

tor democratic Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj. R
Today the Indian peasant movement is consciously fighting .
for the attainment of Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj. v IR
¢ | SR R R
:
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CONGRESS KISANS AND T} E ANDHRA MOVEMENT
& Theblrm place of the All-India Peasant movement is
NIDUBROLU, an Andhra Viiiige in the Circars. It must
havbl been a very prominent place ten centuries ago, since the
gr:_cég'f(}h{)l‘a{cmperor Kuloftunga laid there the fou_lldatio_n of a
[y ETeat Siva tEmple and a local kis.11 resident had been one of the
| Prlme ,’I‘flinistcm of the Chola Kivgdom a century earlier. This
i village is also the headquarter: of the All-India Handloom
; 7 Wea"fcm’ Congress, ‘Therein is situated the Masag;i
oy I.nsti;'uété founded in 1933 and opeiied by Mahatma Gandhja
f i ' ;'T_he modern Indian peasant r1vement took jts birth in 1923
~when T organised a number of peasant conferences on my return
from Europe, full of admiration for the Russian experiments
and ambition to rouse our toiling raasses to achieve a similar social
~ revolution here also. I could not liave met with so much ready
| response from my fellow kisans, eve 1 though quite a large number
- of themwereso enthusiastic about 1ny work, as I was of their own
blmg __an/d profession, if 1t had nct been for the revolutionary
8 awalgenjng_causcd by the epoch-m: \king non-co-operation move-
| mg’qg's}tarted; by Gandhiji and the :ssociated No-Tax Campaigns
g of f‘}fgﬁgpandipadu and Duddukur of Guntur District. This be-~
§ came toa clear to me when my efforts to organise the agricultural
- %) la_ﬁboil;r_fe;c‘_mld not at all succeed iince the Harijans were as yet
| ‘not so highly developed in their pulitical consciousness, -
: s T
5 Bel:ween 1923-28, 2 number of 1 s, Guduru Rama Chandrudu
E “  from the side of Harijans, Sri Bapir cedy and myself from that of
e s pcasants, were trying to develop Jocal organisations._ In 1928,
' A the Andhra Provincial Ryots’ A iociation was f'oun?ﬁ-a at the
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Ryots Conference held in Guntur. That was again thw ﬁrﬂt
" Provincial organisation of peasants in the whole of India. Sn i -
Bapineedu, myself and N. Satyanarayana the famous Co-aperau

tor of Alamuru, were elected the secretaries. |
iy ‘ '.-
£ TF

!

To p:owde a ‘scientific basis, as it were for this movemeni, ﬁl'

the two volumes of my ‘° Economic Organisation of Indlal'l

Villages ”’ were pubhshedm English and my thesis on * The ii

Ryots ’* was published in Telugu in the ‘““Andhra Patrika” Up

till then, the programme put out by us was only one of rural L
“construction, scientific agrlculture better crops, greater praduq..-'-; f"‘.'i"-’;
tivity of land, consolidation of holdings, co-operation in ag'm-:}-;i,{%g;j-{

~culture and orgamsatlon of peasants for the relief of their ir

diate economic grievances. Moreover, such constru'ctlﬁefr"j‘_-l;;..r-f--:_;r',-.-;_'lf.-'-:‘:'
ventures mgctﬂngmorcland 1rmgatcd getting some land granted
to the landless agriculturists and organising p..mchayata for :

villages and forqat areas were gammg greater place m cmr

acuwtlcs. 3 " | R e ;*' 5
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Thc year 1999 is very s:gmﬁcant in India’s peasant mﬂvem
ment, for it was during that year that I was able to put out the k
slogan of Kisan Raj for the first time in India, in m

and workcrs partlcs.

Thc alogan “ Ryot Raj* did catch the 1maginat1on of '

Andhra peasants.  For they were tired of the Non-Brahmin ;
movemcnt, which discredited itself by following the Brmsh"l g

and b'y 0pposmg the revolutionary nationalist moyvement. 1 14
were intensely patriotic and yet, wished to assure thcmselvm

‘that Swaraj would . really mean something more definite t

themselves than the mere glow : and buoyancy of frccdom._ Tht‘:

,;,"‘ "'JJJ-QF*

*.

wantcd power and they found in this slogan what they had’
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"'Ryot is an Arabzc word, standing in general usage fas !
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62 . REVOLUTIONARY PEASANTS

But even this political slogaa did not catch the imagination
of the peasants of many provinces since they had as yet not be-
come sufficiently, politically conicious. Just that necessary spade

work was again done in a revof itionary manner, by the famous ©

Bardbh No-Tax Campaign of 128 conducted so successfully by

Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel. That triumph of peasants’ Satyagraha

opened the eyes of large sectiois of peasants, all over India to

'thtir'nwn"palitical potentialitics and encouraged them to shake
themselves free from the age-lovy stupor and political depression

and bcgan to give wings to th:ir political ambitions. Andhra
pcasants were not slow to learn their lessons from the Bardoli
Satyagraha. They began 1c create mass enthusiasm for
this ‘slogan of Ryot Raj” a11 it soon became a political
'pOW¢r. |

The 1930-34 economic depre ision, the consequenht fall in the
income of peasants and in the val ies of their lands and other pro-
perties and the rising burdens of  heir debts and the resulting loss
of their lands opened the eyes of ; casants all over the world to the
menace of World Markets and the havoc caused by world capi-
talism, Indian peasants were rot so slow in reacting to that
‘calamity in their characteristically revolutionary manner. But it
was again the Andhra peasants who gave a dynamic and country-
wide lead. It is true that in the Punjab the Sikh peasants
organised themselves into “Deb  Relief Committees” and the
Bengal Moslem peasants began 5 refuse to pay their debts and
rents and rent arrears and even offered to go to the Civil
Debtors’ Jails. But it was the /.ndhra peasants who began to
demand a moratorium for all agr.cultural debts and rent arrears
and hﬂd thus provided a revolut.cnary economic solution to that
crisis. . ‘This demand had its juasi-political significance too.
Gouplcd with this demand, therc arose the demand for tax and
rentremissions. Togive adynam:: momentum to these demands,

the Peasant Protection Commit e founded in Tenali in 1931

initiated for the first time in India, the political-economic weapon
of pcasant marches

\
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This combination of two economic demands harnessed to ‘(he
peasant March caught the imagination of the politically- mmd{:d
but distressed, peasantry all over India and thus had the Andhra %
Peasant Movement gained an all-India hcax g, momen-- i
tum and advance. e

Anti-zamindari Movement.—It was again in 1931, i:he
Andhra Peasant Movement against the Zamindari system gamed

the ear of the Indlan public. The Economic Enquiry Com-

evils of the Z?ﬂundarl administration, especially in the Venka-

tagiri Zamindari. It made the Indian public aware of thc
ugly fact that the condition of peasants in Zamindaris was as

bad as the fabled plight of peasants in the Middle Ages and that $
in actual practice, the Zamindars were enjoying with impunity,

sibilities.. This too attracted widc all-India interests and the

emulate the example of the Andhra peasants.

who later became Prcmlcr"

Satyamurtl, Sjt. Biswanath Das

slogan, 5 This too became, during the following four years, an

word of the National Congress itself. The Congress Ministries

System * and the revolutionary bard of the Andhra Peasants

N
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mittee appointed in 1931 by the Peasant Association revealed thc o fi;':- '-

all the privileges of independent princes, without their resPQn-.;'i_’_"_”-'.l.- ,

““ Leader ” of Allahabad began to invite the U. P, peasants to et ' |

It was that historic Venkatagiri Zamindari Peasants’ Con- e
ference which in the presence of the late K. Nageswararao and =~

‘of Orissa) and Nellore Venkatarama Naidu, accepted the slagan 5 e
e e ———————S— T3 ";i"lﬁ

*“ Down thh the Zamindari System . I had the goody; e

“fortune to preside over that Conference and to acdvocate that ol S

All-Tndia Peasant slogan and today it has come to be the watthf-:"i

in all the provinces are active in preparing and passing the Za- |
mindari Abolition Bills in their réspective provincial lcgislaufrés;

Rama Naidu.~The father of this Zamindari Ryot Meve-a;' e
ment, the goiner of the slogan Down with the Zammdan‘”?-" '_"
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'

s ,Ehc" veteran nationalist peasan;, Nellore Venkatarama Naidu,
He is a poor peasant, He is a self-educated villager, He is
today the leader of many a peasant leader. Indeed he is the

| g;{gpdfather_' of the Indian péa:—*am movement. And he is an
Andhra, a scion of the ancient gisan rulers Kakatiyas and
Mangmasiddhis. He is steepec. in the lore of Tikkana of

B Mahabharat fame and saturatec. with the spirit of Mahatmaji,

Nowhere else have I come across such a revolutionary, conscious

and persistent organiser and galvanizer of peasants, v

bt s LC PeE S Y PR e L
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' Some of us have been certainly influenced and inspired by
Mai_'ﬁ'{i"aln' and other schools of Evropean Socialism and S0, we
cc')ullldf S0 easily concejve of and fight' for the abolition of the.
Zanﬁn_dari System.  We could ¢1so dream of achieving the
K.lsanRaj or Ryot Raj. But hov: came it that this pure son of
Andhra peasantry and. literature ind cultyure and the product
} EaL of aIl that is best in our rural India has so boldly and far-sightedly
T be:'gljj;”tdsing of the urgency of the need for the abolition of this
. very powerful bu vicious system s long ago as 1926, that is 29
Yeam,_f_agn ? My answer js that the South Indian peasantry,
| with their two millennium old traditions of freedom, power,
' panchayat raj and self-respect and their thousand-year old cult
of “Hero Worship ” and love of warfare could produce a man

like Ramanaidu, the redoubtable champion of our peasants and
freedom of the press and of our cour try, |

S | S it A WL e St Y

W

Pl sl AR

| Inﬂiucneed S0 powerfully as I had been by the inspiring

industrial classes and ¢ven the priestly and intellectual orders of
socicﬁg;}:l,--_could not have continued ‘or g these 26 years my al-
most}logcsomc struggle for the recc gnition, by the great Indian
National Congress and its spiritual preceptor Mahatma Gandhi,
of the right of the toiling masses for predominan share in power
‘in modern State and society, if it had not been for the ennobling,
herojc and irrcsistiblt: traditions of Andhra peasantry, tradition
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tional socnal and political units of autonomy than even the
Andhras..

Th¢ Slkhs are wcll known for thur bravery, taStc for mili-
tary activities and spirit of qelf-respeu Though they are small
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in numbers, they are big in terms of political power, because

thcy Are great in spirit and moral strength.  All this has been
'acl'ur:ved by them mostly because of the teachings of Guru Govind

¥ Smgh and his successors that every Sikh must be lion- hcarted
and should be. ,among hlS fellowmen what the hon is among the

ammals of the mountains and Junglcs

Smular were the teachmgs and spirit inculcated in our South
Indlan pcasants by the cult of Veera Puja initiated in the course
of thc Palnad Battle of Karempudl on the banks of Naguleru in
Guntur Distnct ‘That cult inspired the peasants of South India
so much Lhat they were raised to the greatest helghts of power,
frcedont and even empire~building. It was that inspiring cult
~ that helped the South Indian. -masses to prevent the foreign rulers
~ of Delhi from expanding their empire be} ond the sacred Godavari

right up to the | 14th century and later on, beyond their beloved

Krmhna and Tungabhadra up ul! the end of the sixteenth
centmy

No wonder that our message of Kisan Raj made immediate

appeal to those brave and self-confident masses of Andhra,
Tamxlnad Malabar and Karnatak 'n the South and &ukhs
of Pun_]ab and Gangetlc valley., ‘

_ But thns does not mean ‘that the o her peasants, especially
thc trlhal peuples-——-Ad:basxs and Harijans—are mcapablc of

-apprccmtmg and accepting this ideal of Kisan Mazdoor Praja
 Raj just as enthusxasucally They too have had traditions of

Panchayat Ra_] and even today they settle their own tribal or
castc soczaf and cconomlc C*LIEE(IOII‘S such as marriages, divorces,
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debts, wages, uﬁcmployme‘nt insurance, and workmen’s mm. .
' tribal
peoples consider themselves as independent peoples :-ﬂ.ndtrf:.a.g‘1

domains and are yearning for the day when they can become ;

- pensation in their own democratic panchayats, The
their respective hills, dales, forests and lands as their

true rulers of their areas and establish their own tribal republics,
Similarly even our Harijans are keen on Panchayat. Raj.
Mahrattas, who are the most aggressive

kisan nasses Gf the
Western Ghats, are even today

dreaming of regaining political

control at least over their beloved Mabharashtra; just because thc S
non-Brahmin movement had appeared to help them togam : R |

£
“f :

that political power, they joined,it for a while
it became clear that it was a broken reed and
Congress was the truly patriotic organisation
power for the masses, they have swung over
tional Congress.
found great satisfaction for their passion for power in the Na;wnal o
Congress. No wonder that all of them are growing so much ﬁorc
enthusiastic about the new ideal of democratic Kisan Mazdoor
Praja Raj, placed before them, in the name of the Naur.mal |
Congress by no less a man than the Father of our national réa b
volution, Mahatma Gandhi, | |

that the Na_tionél'_f

en masse to the Na»
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But the reason why for such a long time and even now,
many great sections of Indian peasant masses
to the National Congress and Kisan Congress

0.

power but because neither the usual type «
Kisan Congrcss workers have been

and link up our modern ideologies and ideas
moorings and thus enable them to ste

movements of their twentieth century
established, Indian peadant masses,

forces of India.
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but the moment =
fighting for effective

Similarly the Gujera L peasant masses too have -

have not rUShcd in- ot
18 not their polincal g
incapacity to comprehend or develop the demand for pol&mal W
' congressmen n@r e
able, so far, to rcachthem
vith their traditional =~
P.up into the dynamzc*’% s
world. Once this link §§° =
_ more than any other secngn : i
of our people, will soon prove to be the most powerful P‘Dlltlcal

'''''
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It was becaus: of this phenomenal respbnsc to our slogan
of- ‘Kisan Raj,” evoked among these masses during my pro-
paganda tours of 1935 and 1936 that socialists and commu-
nists of the tradmonal Marxist persuasion took fright and began
to oomplam that I was neglecting the proletariat of the towns
and ‘the agncultural workers of the villages. Little did they
rcallsc that I was as much steeped in the Marxistlore as them- |
sclvcs but that I was working for Socmhsm in the Indian context.
My stress upon kisan masses was just as natural as the Western ‘
| socialists first thought of the proletariat. Nor did they realise
24 othag whlle they were trotting out, parrot-like, the century-old
western slogan of dictatorship of the proletariat, I was all the
1 _ ume takmg care to assure the masses that what we were aiming |
at was rcally the Raj of the toiling masses, the kisans and maz- &
doors. However I took the warning and began to persuade ‘
the awakcncd masses of South India and PUI‘Jdb that we should
ﬁght for Klsan Mazdoor Praja Ra_]
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All lndm Peasants’ Conference at Madras.~Even as ‘
thls mcssagc of the Andhra peasants and South Indian masses
was Mkmg wings and was hopping on every peasant branch @
in every province, the need for a wider mgamsauonalcndcavour 3
and basis bégan to be keenly felt. The result was the A!l-Indta ‘

Peasant Wor nﬂ:rcncc held in Madras under 'my presi-

dcntship in Octobcr 1935

r“"‘"“‘* ;
It was thcn resolved to organrse the All-India Peasants’ Cong- 1
ress, Both the Communists and Socmhsts who began to fear the

| n:umcnt peasant masses who began to march so rapidly on this
expandmg road towards kisan and mazdoor raj wanted to

arrclt t]:us growth of an All-India organisation for¢easants.

g
It ‘was at this stage that both Sri Giri and Srimati Kamala

Devi, the scions of South Indian traditions of Panchayat Raj,
'L'st_m;me and encouraged me in my work. It was at. this
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stage that the Socialist Party began to obstrurt our work, The:r

Bihar leaders issued a statement, just on the eve of the Madras
Conference warning us not to go ahead of Provincial orgamsa-
tional efforts. Later, while I was touring d:fferent pmvmces to

help local people interested in kisans to form their provipmf%__};;_,.:.'f:it '-i-:l
organisations, I found that the C. S. P. was active in deman‘di _f":-':"'fiijgz e

that its members should not commit themselves to co-operatmn

with my organisational efforts. Yet, our ¢

increasingly successful. When we met their General Secrctary
at Benares in December 1935, he agreed to co-operate with: uson

condition that we convened another mecting of the 1eEresenta- m SR o8

tives of the kisan organisations, just at the time of their C. 8. P.
Conference at Meerut. I knew the strategical ﬁlgmﬁcancc ﬁf
such ademand. I agreed with it knowing fully well that none ceuld
possibly make himself respon51ble in history for an open arrest of

the growth ofthe All India Peasant Movement, We met i --
Mecrut and decided upon holding the All-India Qonfcrencc at‘“

"""""

w That Conference met and dCC!.dCd

Bl s aHWmmlttee of the All-Ind Tz
I\lSﬂl’l Congress, It is mtcrestmg to note that one of the Blﬁar&é ;

signatories against our Madras plan for starting an all-IndIa
Kisan organisation, so far reconciled himself to the mevxj;able

that he accepted the chdlrmanshlp of the Lucknow Confcrencc, r—f‘*fi“ gt

*Eii
offered to him by the C. S. P. and Communis: combination and ------
agrecd to bccome onc of the three sccretaries of the or gamsatmn o

e first regularly elected conference of the tlclcgatcs mﬁt

Fazzgurc in December 1936. I wasclected Preszdf:nt;

OnCe again some of the Congress Socialists tricd to obstruct and

finally break up this conference. But they fajled., This time n‘,
M

was the Communists who came to our rescue. Thus, the AIL,

- India Kisan Congress 101mally came 1Mo existence but under mi
the ominous auspices of a subterrancan rivalry between the

Congrcss Socialists and the Communist Pcuty for dgnunanm |

orts were grow1ng g: :
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over this kisan platform, which they had both tried but in vain,

from taking shape and gaining momentum. '

Eversmce, -I.the Andhra Peasant Movement, wliiclit_ had ull
thmhﬁen ploughing a more or less lonely furrow and  which
had, been the spearhead of the All-India movement, became

- merged in the greater and wider movement.

] g S R P

Let us pause here and observe that all along the ‘Andhra
Kisan movement considered itself orly as a projection of and an
additional source of strength to the greater freedom movement
and its organ the Indian National Congress and never did it
dream of 'pursuing national polili-:::al policies contrary to those of
the National Congress itself. Fence my declaration, as the
President of the Faizpore Session, that the National Congress
should be our common forum in which all these organisations
Shou’ld_méet,' discuss, decide and co-operate for the achievement
of Oﬁr _frqedom under its leadership.

o Bul;mivmg to the Marxist persuasion of the Congress Social-
ist Part}rand Communist Party and their by-play of rivalry for
sup’rqﬁ;éqy on e#ery mass platform and their anxiety to capture
and egpl__dit every such front for the furtherance of their own poli-
tical line, the All-India Kisan Movement wasled on from one step
td"jani:jt.hcr towards its 1942 culmination, when the Communist
Party alone remained in possession of most of the key positions of
the. Qrganisation by careful and calculated planting of  their
people in all provinces and b clbowing out first the C. S, e
and next the Forward Bloc. And when the Communist Party
édpp_&__'ﬁ__ the Peo'blcs’_ War slogan and began to exploit the kisan
platform too in furtherance of thej; anti-Indian policy and com-

menced their sabotage of the 1942 August movement through the

Kisan Sabha too, the Andhra and other South Indian Kisan
M

Congress committees seceded from that All-India Kisan Organi-
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sation dominated by the Communists and formed thcmsel?e&*

mt0 tllc llULlCllb of the All India I&mm L;ur* gress. Ihus the real 'ﬁj_-"" ;':;.ﬁ' i i'

............

shake 1hemsclvcs frece from their chnly b(‘gouur. hmmﬁs thl‘:
Marxists, who proved themselves to be more loyal to the El_ll‘ i

!
:
¥
SELBERT
L
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pcan anti-pcasant dogma of dictatorship of the ]JIUlCldIlat fhan ;}_?.1_‘ L
0 the dynamics of the Indian peasant world.
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The Ideal of Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj -—-Thc kxsan;:
movcmcnt could not be Stdtlc and stand on the slogan ﬂf”
Kisan Rd_] It moved on to the ideal of Kisan Mazdoor Rai
Lven that was not enough. It had to provide a progressive
answer to the challenge of the revolutionary middle CI&SS&_# s
comprising of professionals, intellectual classes and arg]
The (Amnmumatb had no answer. Their dogma of (hctate_
of the proletariat prévented them from being very cnthuﬂxarﬁﬁéh o
even about Klsdn Mazdoor Raj. Hence their hdlf-lleartfi i . ]:
support to it, xvhw I moved for its acceptance in the Gaﬂ;,&
session of the All-India Kisan Congress ir. 1q 39 and their. dwﬁll
opposition to its final acceptance in the Palasa session of. 104

50, how could they sg far depart from their Lcummt mmrxﬁga
as to embrace the professionals‘also, not to speak of the drnsansf?

The Socialists too were in no mood to move with us in such a,ﬁ
dynamic manner. . But we had no such difficultjes, Wc wm,;
not bound by any European loyaltics, limitations or IHStltutlm
Our only institutional loyalty was to our revalution. It wm
indeed our inspiration. It-even proved to be our asset as Well as
our background. Our Gandhian heritage and pracnce hﬂws
helped us to move forward with the. dynamic needs of the Indian
situation.. So, we realised the need for ar jdeal that can embraee ;_:;{.-'- .
thc professional and artisan classes also and inspire in 1hem tﬂuo-’f.‘
the necessary confidence in the leadership of Kisans and Maz-
doors. Thus we reached the ideal—our present Jdeal"
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~ put into its proper relief the revolutionary and progressive

character of dcmo_'cfacy and also because we were convinced
that in tl'u:. 'Indxan Raj of the masses, no one, class of toilers
should be installed as dictators to the detriment of other
classcﬁ,!f_l'we. dc(:ldcd; upon the ideal of democratic K.

IwL'Iﬁ;;‘?ﬁi*;;¥{ vT-

~ The Andhra Kisan congressites met formally in the Indian
Peasants’ Institute in April-May 1942 and adopted this ideal.
They published their thesis in May 1942. 1 then had my talks

w:thboth :Mﬁﬁaimaji and Nehru about the necd for giving an
- assurance to our toiling masses that power in Swaraj India would

and should belong to them.

As fortune would have it, the national crisis came upon us all

too soon: The A. I, C. C. met in Bombay in August 1942 and
decided upon launching the natidnal struggle. In order to
inspire out masses it offered to place power, in the national govern-
ment of {hc future, in the hands of the toilers in the ficlds, and
factm'ica and elsewhere. The Andhra kisans immediately
rccogmw:! in this assurance of the Congress their own ideal and

felt immense satisfaction. - When at last Mahatma Gandhi

assured our peasants through me that Congress stands for de-

mocratic Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj, the Andhra peasants felt a

justifiable gratiﬁcati'on that they too could think out their ideals

clearly, and constructively without being slaves to any foreign
- ideologies or authorities and without havin

_ d'O
-allfthg:ir,_.._ historical - connotations and limitations. As in the

*. to swallow the
as and doctrines of Western Socialism or Clo unism with

- of Veera Puja, so in this twentieth century, the Indian peasants

have ‘the good fortune to hammer out through their own hard

strugglﬂ, this inspiring hope ‘of Democratic Kisan Mazdoor
.  Praja Raj. And today the great majority of Congressmen in
| U.' P. wish to call themselves as the advocates of Cong

I'Css
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mistaken, I?urmg_.rall those four years of their partnership w:ﬂ;
us, the genuine kisan congressi b i
exploit for their partisan en

we had had to struggle, saciifice and to; I so much
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K. M. -P.L___as'éont;a.sted with the C. S. P. although thig _ 1dcal‘:s

common to all Congressmen. P il

Aty O
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i .!.'I o b _; ',,_-. |.I ety L 1n i
.1..|-" ';h‘-‘. ] -_. .

One other triumph our kisans have achieved is the inclusion

by Mahatma Gandhi in his constructive programme, the dutyof . |
{ -+JF;.I+-1 ek

Congressmen to organise kisans and mazdoors into their own  +

o Y

class Congress—a stand so consistently taken up by mysclf |
and by Shri Giri for the last twenty years. Thus by now thc:
Congress 'organisations of kisans, mazdoors, students, you_t'-}ls','
and women have come to ‘be embraced by the Congrcss ey
movement and our national revolution. 3 g

L I-\‘ -
Pt e 5 i

NS e

Aall- B N g
" B >
" L "_-' .. Y

P =

A T r -
- 1I_

These haP_PY triumphs are the result of the herojc and rcadv h e
response given by our kisans to the Clongress lcadcmhip a;itd e
Mahafmaji', clarion call for 2 non-violent stru ggle against Brltish
Imperialism. By their refusal to be exploited by Gﬂmmumsts 1
and' by their persistent loyalty to the national rcvolutio;i;hcI‘--;:;f_-.__f_a__..l-5?_ i
Indl:’m pcasants and the class-conscious Andhra pcasan.tr;& m '
Pflﬂlcular' have won the heart of Mahatmaii and pcrsuaéét.i;- i
hlmltq. extend his inspiring prowétibn and leat'iershi]; to them too
in their class organisations. :
MO‘T:::;’;:C ;:a;ka:‘g;;n;zizz‘do'u;:::tntl}c:orin gs, tl}at is, the And!ira r-‘ vl

| . at we did try to winover =
the gTOWiflg number of Socialists and Communists who wérc‘ 3
themselves springing from the families of prosperous peasants aa d :
professionals of our towns to our peasant movement, Wc dE
thought we were Succeeding in winning them and helpin . them b
lo_abandon_their Marxist prejudices against peas g to
4] just as snncerc]y
s we had ourselves done. Butalas, we were
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Pennht Marclles.-lt will be remembered that the Andhra
Kisan Movement initiated the peasant march in 1933. It grew

to be a very powerful and popular weapon in the armour of the

- kisan. movement by 1937- V/: were holding these marches at

lcast once a YQWI‘ the presidency of 25 districts.  And
-everywhere, the revenue officials came to look upon the day of

sy,c.h :marches, declared and olrserved by our organisations, as the
kisan day and to welcome our kisans to meet them in their offices
a.t, an}r hour right up to 12 ¢’clock in the night. This great
' weapon bccamc so popular and ‘well-known all over India that
by 1939, its free and full use hy our Bihar and U. P. peasants
produccd rcvolutmnary effects.  Unfortunately, the Communists

séized upcm this ﬂppartumty t¢ turn this creative weapon into a

' desmjctwe ‘weapon against our Congress ministries themselves,
50 'much 'so ‘that Mdhatmd G.idhi was obliged to warn k:sans
| agamst its use.

il
f'f

In the Andhm, we wanted to go one step further and so,

! !‘Fi"; s

}mtmtcd a pcabant march fiom Itchapur right up to Madras.
. The Communists did co-operat: with us. But we conducted it so

'.‘_cqmtrucuvcly that when it 1eiched Madras and pxcscntcd its
-schedule qf demdnds formula:ed by me with the aid of the in-

38 fqrmanon gdthcrcd by the mar hes, the then Premier, Rdjd_]l had
‘to cxcldlm that it was a constr ictive document and his Ministry
5 wcddcd to non-vwlcnt revoluticn would be glad to try to imple-

R mcat it. Yet, we had not a little difliculty in preventing the

Commumsts from clmunatmg our workers, one after another,

i fmm this great historic march. To the _cnd, it proved to be the
'rcal peasant march

By thc pnd of 1942, the .«al Andhra l’caadnt movcmcnt,
lxkc that of. cvery  other 2outh Indian province, came

baCk to-its.own 100 per cent genuine peasant moorings of
Indian nationalism and shook tself free from the untenable

and uncomfortablc domination  of non-congress or anti-
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of its kind in India,
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congress. political groups, We theskformed the AllTadis Rieer |
. . § t ¥ - A
Congress, % cd the All Indlal?san

| Kisan Congressites’ Peasants
In our l;tisan organisational work, Ra oy b e g
f{llrscj'v(_.sl against one great difficulty, ound
sites c}rcn ;le_gh many of sthem were kisans' by *'bi rth*é.ndii
profession,  were not interested in ' developing fuch et
Orgamisations as the kisan congress or T T T R R

could nf)t I'CIy u - . |
pon them n blllldin up thi | AR o e o S A (e

, ls m + | 14 +I"'!-;::-'I. ' E 5.,-::"1'._' 3

So, we found j g B L 438 organisation, .

't necessary to recruit kisans themselyes and thach, .

: . i : A .H‘!.'J'rf:’:'.'-‘-. :
Most of the Congj;cg.;;:wfﬁ 5
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and pqlitics of national revolution and 1
and achievements of the National Con
national and social revolutions
on the Russian revolution.

lace pro D to el
f ol ?m " ”Y worth Rs. 75,000 at our disposal and thus has =
NIDuB 0 existence the famous Indian Peasants’ I"Stltut ;
ROLU. There, we have be ' s SR
;934’ annual and half‘}’eﬂl‘ly S€Ss10ns.,
ave been welcoming Hari; '

g Harijans ; , RN
J and youths of other agricultural
= i 5 2

workers. We have insisi " A
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ater on, the C. S. P. started jts

In fact this was the first perman

Students Congress to run 118 citizﬁnsﬁip

Privilegc.-of hclping the Q, i I'C(.ent]y I have had ﬂlc T

colleges in a number of provinces.
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over thc Andhra area, arousing the kisan masscs,

= . e

W G o REVOLUT[ONARY PEASANTS

Unfcrtmlatcly thosc of us who 'vere conducting that Institute

wcrc ourselves lwmg in a transmm al period in the revolutionary
life of our nation and the Nationai Congress. Mahatma Gandhi
knew his own mind and also the road he was laying down. Pandit
Nehru kncw the Western social st ideology. He knew also
Mahatmajl s 1dcoldgy, import and contributions. But he could
not rcconmlc himself fully either (o the Gandhism of rg20-40
.or tothe prolctarmmsm of the sociulists of the West, So he was

| pumumg a zig-zag way in close reli tionship with socialism of the

Wc&t;and in organic continuation ° the Gandhian contributions.
So those of us who were the produc s of Indian National Revolu-
uop and who had our moorings in 2easant India and who wished
to. dﬂaw msplratmn from the e:citing experiments of * Soviet
Ruwa were trying to find our way in our expanding cvolution-
ary era. Naturally, we could not a!i be so clear in our 1dcologlcal
undemtandmg of the significance of India going the way which
was Icadmg us on to the firmer ground of Communist party.

chcc the transformauon of nearly 30 per cent. of our own

gradu.atcs and go per cent. of the erstwhile C. S. P, Andhra
youths mto members of thc Comirunist Party,

But because a great majority of our gmduatcs had felt almost

‘in the marrow of their bones, that the Commuhist way would

be suicidal to Indian peasantry and that the way.of the National
Cungrcss would be more suitable and creative for our peasants,

| thc:’yr refuscd to be carried away by the ideological offensives

sprmgmg from Soviet Russia zie London and Bombay. It is
these 100 per cent, peasant-minde« pcople who have so loyally
stood ‘by our Andhra peasant movemnent and kisan cmigrch and
mddc it one of the greatest and broadest revolutionary forces

ln. t_hc A_ndhra.

It ls these kisan congressites who have been touring all

organising kisan

committées n wlldgcs, taluks and districts and their annual con-

|
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terences, Peasant marches were bcmg led, phwant days and |
weeks celebrated and peasant songs and slogans pnpulan.,ed bY S
the growing number of peasant youths who have made it thcnr‘;;-:,_-i'_f '. o
life mission to work for the welfare of the pegsant masses an&f_'
develop their rcvolunonary capacmes and fervour for K.man
Mazdoor Praja Raj. Ifit had not been for the m, there couldqf_’_ . |
not have been dcve10pcd such a self-reliant peasant movcmcnt L : |'
the Andhra what with the- cold-ﬂhouldermg it received from i
the old time congressmen and the sabotage practised by commu- ©
nists and others. And thus a new and entirely pemantw;sc cadre
oflcade:shlp has come to be built up during the last 15 years in
the Andhra. It is these people who today have come to man the.
congress mmmlttecs and provide their dynamic lt‘ﬂdf’r“hlp

- -|.|. = s

But the communists have made, though in vain, their blggcst s
and most determined efforts to alienate the Andhra peasantsf;f;ﬁ."
from their national congress and kisan congress leadership.,

From all over India they brought their leaders and allies and_;? |
nvoked th: aid of Government, war-time photographers and;-j_".,';;. “_'f*ﬁ :
spent money most lavishly and exploited the absence of all ol

us in jails and did their worst to make their offensive most devas- f
tating. But alas, they failed so signally. Both the Bezwa&ai},.*‘: i
(1944) so-called All-India session and the Tenali Andhra Scssmn
(1945) were huge propaganda offensives against us ; thglrxpgh.‘;i?;‘ 2oy
tical leaders were themselves brought to abuse us. All their .

energies were concentrated to congregate people in those (o

melas and pmson their minds against us. But they could not +
succeed.

To come to the day-t o-day activities of our kisan congrcss % %
the Andhra kisan congress has been trying to understand . the:

fundamental but elementary needs of our kisan masses and to '
minister to them. RS

=
Tihiw ek

Village Pa.nchayats.—-One of the most impor tant thingl

i
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necdcd by thcm is. the resuscitation of Village Panchayats in
ordFr to rckmdlc thc age-long traditions of rural sclf-govcrnmcnt

So, the Guntur Dmmct Kisan Congress broughtinto existence in
IQQI thc Viliage anc +ayat Assoz.ation with Sri P, V. Narasimha

‘Rao as my Ccnéral Secretary. Together we worked hard for

two years, with the help of a number of loyal colleagues and we
mbm'ﬂcd in fqundmg 700 pauchayats in that district ofg6o

- vxllages thus every wllagc of some significance came to have its

mgp} pa.ncl}a.yat

¥

Onc of t{xc very ﬁrst results cf the establishment of a village -

paHChayat was the paymcnt of half anna in the rupee of land

revenue to the panchayat from out of the collections made by

Government from the local peisants. A beginning was thus

made to regain for the village ju;t a little out of the drain of its
rcsourccs. "

Sccnndly, we were able to get various roads, culverts, tanks,
bridges and wells constructed in @ large number of villages. All of
them were worth easily Rs, 7 lakiis, out of which Rs. 34 lakhs

was contributed by the Provincial Government, the remainder
bclng contnbutcd by villagers i+’ way of labour, etc.

: -Similar constructive efforts w2re also made in West Godavari
under the guidance of Sri Gangarzju and the late 8. Subbarao, in

'East Godavari under the i inspiration of N. Satyanarayana and in

Anantpur through V. R. Rao. Eversince, this village panchayat

movement has gained independeiit momentum and today, more

| _than half the Andhra villages in most of the districts have their

Panchayats admmlstcrmg their local civic affairs.

Durmg the war the Advisers’ Regime wanted to hand over

-thcsc Panchayats to the village cficers and government officials,

Bur Srimati Bharati Devi, the il.en President of the all-India
Klsan Gongrcss .organised a special conference and raised her

-
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powerful voicc'agaimt that undemocratic move and it was

fortunately abandoned., y

The kisan movement has stood for the development of co- =

operative institutions for the benefit of our peasants, Most Of T
our kisan congressites have evinced great interest in organising -

co-operative banks, marketing federations, land mortgage banks,

stores and consolidation societies. The war has given a great

f ! ;

organised a ngmber of co-operative land committees for theland-
less wquers? 50 that they can take over large extents of governs.

ment and private lands for collective ownership and co-operative
cultivation. ' "'

We have also been aquating co-operative cultivation, We have =

------

The kisan movement has also been advocating self-help among o

peasants with a view to increase the production of the

4 r ‘l -5 1 L L

slow to come but it is being met with in a number of places, :

houses and in their house sites too. Success in this direction i ot

_____

Irrigation is one of the most urgent needs of our pcasant;;
My efforts to bring 65,000 acres of land in Guntur District were

crowned with success, after 6 years of hard work. Thanks to i34

the organising genius of the late Pingali, 4 peasant, and the as-
sistance of cxp,crignccd engineers, Ramalinga Aiyer and the labg
Arogyaswami Mudaliar, we were able to get the whole
scheme worked out in a pucca engineering fashion and get 1t
iccepted by Madras Government. This has shown {
‘0 our peasants as to how the peasant movement has
irrigatioﬁ '#éhq;ilcs cgréfully e*xamiimd and quickly ad
Sovernment. [ found in my recent Europe' N

: I"_k!.:-

opted by
an tours that in

tity of food}kvcgctgblcs, €tc., grown on their lands, around their

= "\._ ] e
. j';#lq.'?\;;‘ﬁ.ﬁ#,‘::

he way fige. £
to harnesg .
the assistance of ¢Xperts in engineering if they are to get their

- y J;: 1_' .'
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.projcct are now being taken up by Govemmcnt

Ho ' REVOLUTIC:NARY PEASANTS

England, Denthark, and Swedsn too, the farmers’ organisationg

employ such experts with vervy good results. |
We have been agitating for the commencement of Tungas

bhadra, Sangameswara, and Kamapadasagar projects and at lonj

last, the dwarfed Tungabhiadra project and Sangameswar

" “The late Shy’am Babu of INorth Vizag district used to agitate
persistently for the development of Nagavali, Vamsadhara, and
Mahendra Tanaya projects, They are yet to be taken up by Governs
mtnt ‘Similarly, Messrs. Kotireddi, Obulareddi, Balireddi anl
several others have been agituting on our kisan ‘platforms for.
the dévélopment of various mijor and minor irrigation projects
of Rayalaseema. ' The irrigation needs of this unfortunate area
ought to have been given precedence because of its special liabi-"

lity to frequent famines. Yet her needs have been neglected.

So,"thc-kis'an‘congrcss: has ‘developed the special media of irri-
gation conferences to press ‘he urgency of this need upon |
Government. In recent months, the Congress ministry is showing
greater interestin this direction. But even if Rs, 50 crores are!

invested in the irrigational development of this area it will not be
much,

|‘_'| ¥ 3 i 4 ; ';
B

- Forests.~The developmen’ and constructive exploitation of |

our forest wealth has been one of the principal concerns of our |
kisan movement. Sri Baliredd: made this, his special care, I|
orgamscd the Andhra Provin-ial Forest Ryots’ Conference in
1933 in Cumbum and the repot that we submitted to Govern-

ment was very much apprccmlcd and as a result, the grazing

-ﬁ:c was halvcd

But there is'a great need to tlo propaganda among our pea-
sants to make them realise th: advantage of prcscrvmg, and
dcvclo[ng forest wealth and fa-est growth as an anti-erosion
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